message

from the editor’s desk

“The child is not dead. Jesus took the child by the hand and said to
her, “TALITHA, KOUM”, which means, “Little girl, ARISE” The girl, a
child of 12, arose immediately and walked around. They were utterly
astounded. He gave strict orders that no one should know this and
said that she should be given something to eat” (Mark 5:39-43)

This Gospel account re-a [rmk that JESUS is the Teacher Par
Excellence of Empowerment especially of broken persons who are
in their bottomless pit.

Empowerment is both a process and a goal in helping individuals
and groups increase their strength (personal, interpersonal, social,
economic and political) and develop in[ugnce towards improving
their person and environment.

Let me walk you through the Gospel passage adopted by LVC
as a slogan for several years and my re [e¢tions on the process of
empowerment which our youth undergoes at our Multi-centers.

The child is not dead.

Trust and a [rmithe youth's inviolable dignity and rights, possibilities
and potential for greatness. When the youth feels love and important
notwithstanding one’s circumstances, she will gradually [ndl her
strength and personal power. Don Bosco was wont to say, “There is
a seed of goodness in every youth if the helping person / educator
discovers and develops it” At Laura Vicuna Foundation, we give hope
ahome.

He took the child by the hand and said, Little Girl, ARISE! She
arose immediately and walked around.

The youth needs the accompaniment of a helping person or an
educator to help her little by little to stand up. She has to be helped
to discover her resources within as well as be aware of and work
on her weaknesses to come up with sound value convictions. She
learns to dialogue and have a critical analysis of her moral, socio-
political environment to accomplish God's beautiful plan for her and
contribute to social transformation.

He gave strict orders that no one should know this.
Helping persons ought to honor con[déntiality, stay at the
background, never [auint the process, allowing the youth to shine

and to be free and gradually independent to chart the course of her
life.

He said that she should be given something to eat.

The capabilities of the youth and skills should be built in an integral
way and to the optimum with an array of possibilities, educational
streams to choose from to develop a functional competence to
pursue her personal and societal goals. A never ending decision-
making awaits her in a constantly changing world. She will have
the joy of e [edting change and experiencing growth in her life and
community. She is making a di [Cerence.

The 2008 Laura Vicuna Foundation'’s Annual Review will show its
strong and unwavering commitment to the empowerment of the
disadvantaged youth and women for almost 2 decades networking
with local and international organization to counteract the culture of
death which sti[e3 and pervades the local and global milieu so that
they may have life in abundance.

Sr. Maria Victoria P. Sta. Ana, FMA
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LVFI's Milestone has chosen the theme: Empowering the Youth of
the 21t Century. For my message along this line of thought, | would
like to borrow the inspiring words of Dewitt Jones from his famous
video-lecture entitled “Celebrate What is Right with the World"
However, | take the liberty of applying his ideas to the youth of the
21% century.

The youth is a world of possibilities. When we believe in them, we will
see these possibilities emerge creatively beyond our expectations.

“Once empowered, the young commit to the results they are looking
for. They [nél ways around obstacles and succeed to reach high
towards their dreams.

Once empowered, the young look for possibilities.

They focus on opportunity, rather than scarcity.

They [ndl what is working, and keep on looking for the next possible
answer without easily giving up.

Once empowered, the young unleash their energy to [XIwhat is
wrong. They connect with a positive vision.

They believe that solutions exist.

They focus on what is right with any situation.

Once empowered, the young ride the changes.

They realize that change is possibility.

They learn to live with uncertainty, yet act with con [dénce.
They challenge the order in their lives.

Once empowered, the young take themselves to their edge.
They trust themselves and create their own future.

They follow their edge wherever it brings them.

They move beyond their best”

We know that we have empowered the young when they can
be their best FOR the world; when they can act with service and
grace; when they make a contribution through action; when they
talk about their successes to discover their dreams and inspire their
peers to likewise dream dreams, and pay the price to make them
come true.

message

from the board

With this goes our commitment as Board of Directors of the Laura
Vicufia Foundation, Inc. to untiringly promote and advocate for the
rights of young people through education, consciousness-raising
and skills-building.

This is what the Laura Vicuna Foundation, Inc. envisions for the youth
of the 21t century: empowered youth serving their fellow youth. This
also is our wish and prayer for them as we continue serving them
with the passion that Don Bosco had —a passion that produced fruits
of holiness in St. Dominic Savio and Blessed Laura Vicufia.

Sr. Alicia S. Fulgencio, FMA
President
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Youth Career Development Program

Young People Empowerment
Towards Better Productivity

(YCDP Launch 2008)

Twenty-eight (28) youth were selected
from LVF Centers in Manila and Negros
Occidental to comprise the YCDP 2008.
The launch was held last November 13,
2008 at the Laura Vicufia Center with the
presence of [vé (5) General Managers
and their HR O [cels from the six (6)
participating hotels and UNICEF Child
Protection Unit.

Sr. Maria Victoria P Sta. Ana, FMA
(Executive Director of Laura Vicufia
Foundation) opened the Launch with a
prayer that the “young people will take
the rightful place in the world of work
with much dignity”.

The sincere commitment of the hotels
in providing the YCDP trainees with a
wider spectrum of skills training vis-a-
vis economic productivity was greatly
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manifested and truly felt with the
presence of General Managers of the
hotels in the name of: Ms Brigitte Trattner
(Crowne Plaza/ Holiday Inn Galleria), Mr.
Prateek Kumar (Dusit Thani Manila), Mr.
Angel Canapi Jr. in behalf of Mr. Charles
Marshall  (Intercontinental ~ Manila),
Mr. Kazutaka Igarashi (Diamond Hotel
Philippines) and Mr. Richard Masselin of
Pan Paci [cManila who continue to [afne
the torch of YCDP in the Philippines from
Pan Paci [cBangkok.

For the next [vé months, the YCDP
trainees will undergo theoretical and
practical training on the dilerknt areas
of operation in the hotel. This program is
envisioned to improve the quality of life
of the YCDP trainees and develop self-
con [dénceto ensure theirown economic
security in any profession they choose to

From left toright: Mr. Angel Canapi Jr. (Intercontinental
Manila), Mr. Prateek Kumar (Dusit Thani Manila), Ms
Brigitte Trattner (Crowne Plaza/ Holiday Inn Galleria),
Mr. Kazutaka Igarashi (Diamond Hotel Philippines)
and Mr. Richard Masselin (Pan Paci [c Manila).

be in. The Youth Career Development
Program creates endless possibilities on
hotel and restaurant services.

They once dreamed....

After the [rst batch of YCDP in 2006
and having seen how the life of the
graduates was eventually transformed,
young people from LVF Center in Negros
Occidental started to aspire of going
far beyond the sugarcane cane [elds of
the Philippine sugarlandia. Without the
opportunity that YCDP provides, they
may have become more vulnerable to
exploitation and human tra Cckihg in
spite their vocational skills training due
to lack of employment in the province.
Their impoverished situation even
pushed them to strive harder and make
a dilerkence into their lives. Having been
chosen for YCDP, their dream starts to
become areality.

They once hoped...

Picking up the pieces of their once
shatteredlifeandreliveitwith dignity have
been the fervent hope of every Vicufian
at the Laura Vicufia Center. Through the
caring hands and compassionate heart
of the Sisters, Social Workers and Stal[ ]
they are able to go through their di Ccult
journey towards recovery and healing.



Having seen their successful “Ate’s”in the
YCDP during programs where they used
to present songs and dances, they too,
once hoped to be like them. Now, they

1

continue to trail the “Journey of Hope
with much optimism for the future.

“Life is a road and we wanna keep

The YCDP Batch 2008 expressed their
commitment through their song and
dance rendition of “At the Beginning”
This indeed is the start of their wonderful
journey towards better productivity. They
know that there will be more di Lculties
and challenges to hurdle, but with hard
work, perseverance and God’s grace, they
will keep going until they have reached
their goal.
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Future for the Youth
(YCDP Batch 2007 Chronicles)

Sharon Marie Cose
YCDP 2007

LVWDTC Negros Past Pupil
SY 2006-2007

Our journey started in a dream. From
the province where we came from, our
aspiration of changing the cycle of our
life in the sugarcane plantation brought
us to [vé star hotels to grow through
our own sweat... through the help of
the Salesian Sisters of LVYWDTC and
Laura Vicufia Foundation who tied up
with the hotels to help the youngé& less
fortunate. They helped us to believe in
ourselves and taught us to thank God for
everything He does for us.

And our Journey as YCDP Batch’07-
08 begins....

When we stepped at the Pan Pacilcl
Hotel, we were warmly welcomed with
greetings and beautiful smiles from
employees and stewards of the hotel.
That moment, we really felt ‘we belong’
On the second day of our training, YCDP
coordinators from our respective hotels
accompanied us to buy slacks, make-
up kit, shoes and other things that we
need for the training. After that tiring
yet enjoyable day, we were very excited
to go to our hotel assignments. Some of
us went in the wrong direction but still
managed to catch up the time.

At the Housekeeping Department

Thanks to our mentors at the
Housekeeping Department for teaching
us the real meaning of “SUCCESS” which
is more on faith and attitude. | always
remember them telling us, “If there’s no
faith, there's no success. With negative
attitude there will be nothing.

In this department, we realized the
importance of time and patience.

Time because we have to [xithe room
as soon as the guest checked-out to
accommodate a new one. Patience
because we have to clean the room even
if it is a Jurassic' room (as the butler calls
it) in 30 minutes.

When we were in this department, we
never felt neglected. We always receive
the warmest smiles and greetings from
the sta Celery time we see each other at
the hallways, corridors, elevatorsand even
at the cafeteria. Even the managers treat
us like friends more than just trainees,
and for that we are really thankful. The
best thing we like in this department
is the spontaneity of each other....we
can laugh together, clean together and
correct each other’s mistake without
letting us down but challenging us to
excel the next time.

Next destination....
the Kitchen Department ( Cold, Hot
and Pastry)

In this department, we were introduced
to the most serious yet funniest chefs
in the hotel and to the simple and
nutritious but elegant foods. In this
department, we came across dilerent
types of personalities of the chefs but
the two things they have in common
are their “creativity”in preparing the food
and the “elegance” in making delicious
and nutritious food. They taught us that
in every step we make, we must have
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a goal so that we will not stick with
something we already know, we have to
make another step and, make it grow.

At the Engineering Department

We noticed how the people in this
department perform their tasks with
much dedication. They taught us not to
waste time in nonsense things; that we
have to work for the employees, guests,
and also for the hotel. Upon entering the
Engineering o [celwe would see serious
faces of the Engineers. But beyond those
serious faces is their sincerity in terms of
relationship with God. The Engineers pray
very well from their heart. They don't only
pray for themselves, they pray for the
good health of each family, forgiveness
for the sinners, homes for the homeless,
food for those who don't have food and
most especially peace of mind to all.

Last stop.. Food and Beverages
Department.

It was in this department where we
saw interplay of dilerent personalities,
nationalities and cultures. There are

Japanese, Chinese, German, Swedish, and
even French whom we communicated
with while serving their food. In this
department, we were able to develop
our communication skillsand con [dénce
on how to face and handle the guest
with a smile on our face even on our
most tiring and toxic day. We learned
the sequence of assisting the guest on
their table, setting up the table in the
breakfast operation, ala carte or cocktail.
We had the chance to learn how to make
diCerent drinks, mock tail and even the
cocktail drinks.

6 MILESTONES Laura Vicuna FOUNDATION

After all the wonderful experiences in
each department, we were made to
choose the department that is very close
to our heart for our ‘SPECIALIZATION:
While working with the people in our
chosen department for the second time,
we didn't notice that they were entering
our hearts already and they are becoming
part of our lives and our journey. The
saddest part of working with them was
the reality of leaving them after we
graduated. But still, we were thankful and
blessed because we met them and they
became part of the precious memories
that we will never forget.

What a journey it has been.....

While singing “The Journey” in our
graduation ceremonies at Pan Pacilcl
Hotel last February 22, we really could
not imagine how we have reached
this far. Yet we know this is not the end
of our journey, we will be even more
enthusiastic with what the future has to
olen

Our warmest thanks....

....... to LVF stal[“aspecially Sr. Jojo and
Ate Joy who are with us in joy and pains.
Thank you for listening to our problems
and for teaching us how to be stronger,
independent and more mature in facing
the trial and challenges that may come
our way with dignity. We will not be able
to make it without you.

...... to all the people behind the

Ms. Foroogh Foyouzat, Chief of Unicef Child Protection
Unit inspires the YCDP graduates with her keynote
address.

Youth Career Development Program —
the Hotels (Pan Pacilc] Dusit, Traders,
Diamond and Manila Intercon), UNICEF
and Laura Vicufia Foundation. Thank you
for giving us this one of akind experience
that will remain in our minds forever and
for letting us discover new things and
letting us know the real essence of work.
Thank you for all the support, guidance,
and prayers that helped us to become

better youth of our society and the future
of our country.

We may not show our gratitude in
action but deep inside our hearts, we
are thankful to all of you... God Bless you,
more wealth and power to all of you...
And for the next batches of YCDP, good

your way to your own Journey.



Empowering the Youth
| have my DIGNITY!

“Every childisborn with hisrighttolive,
right to have a name, to have a family
who will take care of him and most im-
portantly, the right to have a good life
and a good education“ - drawn from UN
CRC by Jan Vincent Arcan , LVF -Sta Mesa,
2nd Prize Winner

JanVincent's words echo the realities and
sentiments of the thousands of children
we see everywhere. His sentiments cut
across age, color and economic status.
He speaks for everyone and yes, Jan
Vincent’ssentimentsare the cornerstones
of The Laura Vicufia Foundation Inc.

In support to the National Children’s
Month Celebration in October, the Laura
VicuAa Foundation Inc. continued to
a [rml its strong belief in the inherent
worth and dignity of children , and their
capability of uplifting their lives through
a month-long series of meaningful
activities where the children and youth
themselves are the key players and
advocates.

At the heart of Ali Mall, in the busy

district of Cubao, hundreds of shoppers
and spectators witnessed on October
29, 2008 how 300 children from di [erent
LVF centers and NGO communities
participated on various events that
highlighted the advocacy of children’s
rights.

As children participants competed
on “The On-the-Spot Poster Making
Contest', other children heartwarmingly
sang and danced to the much delight of
the audience. And while results of both
the Poster Making and Essay Writing
contests were being tallied, the children
were amused and energized by Story
Telling sessions by Ms. Rina Tiangco. A
signature campaign on NO to Abortion
was participated by the LVC high school
students. All these were capped by [
showingsof varied children'sissuesonthe
prevention of child abuse , exploitation
and tralckihg the next day, where
endless stream of shoppers and guests
watched and likewise appreciated the
poster exhibit. It was also the opportunity
for the young Vicufians to showcase their
entrepreneurship by marketing their
home-made but delicious macaroons.

INn focus
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| have my rights! | am responsible!

“We dream. We hope and We'll [ght for
our Future. | Want Change “ - lifted from
the winning essay of Nadine Abor, FCED,
3rd Prize Winner

Knowing their rights and knowing that
with these rights they could eledt
change in their lives will be pivotal in the
children’s journey of discovering their role
inthis society. Itis with this conviction that
The Laura Vicufia Foundation commits
to equip children and youth with the
needed knowledge, attitude and skills

allowing them to become themselves
responsible advocate of change.

Karapatan Ko Ipagtatanggol
Ko... , this was the moving theme that
LVFI brought to the dilerent schools and
centersasthey conduct CRC - Convention
on the Rights of the Child. One thousand
[vé hundred (1,500) students from Sienna
College, V. Mapa High School, Don Bosco
School Sta Mesa, Cubao Elementary
School, Laura Vicufia Training Center and
other centers for streetchildren in Cubao

and Sta. Mesa actively participated in the
interactive discussions, group sharing
and commitment building that the
team of LVF Social Workers put together.
Such event was an eye-opener for these
young people to know and understand
their rights to protect themselves from
any form of abuses.

Child Labor Advocacy , A half day
talk on Child Labor was given by LVFI
Executive Director, Sr. Maria Victoria P
Sta. Ana, FMA to 40 college students
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at Sienna College, Quezon City. The
session conscienticized them on the
plight of child laborers especially those
of working students and the Anti-Child
Labor Law which ensued on a very lively
and informative discussion.

NO TO ABORTION CAMPAIGN. The
initiative of the Laura Vicufia Center girls
on Oct. 30, 2008 to inform the shoppers
of Ali Mall about the importance of life
re[ed¢ted their deep understanding of the
very basis of all rights, that is the Right to
Live. The young ladies moved from one
section of the big mall to another, to
explain the campaign and encourage
the shoppers to sign up while wearing
in their shirts a printed sign that says No
to Abortion! Yes to Life!

8 MILESTONES Laura Vicuna FoUNDATION

Count me In!

“Empathy, understanding, supportand
care are what we need from you so that
we would have new faith and hope in
life. Children are gifts from God, they are
the blessings given to us to add color to
our lives , so we should be saved from
the unwanted circumstances that we
are in and prevent others from being
victims as well. My fellow children |
wish that you would also [ght for your
rights whoever might be abusing you,
because you have the right to say NO
and [ght! - lifted from the winning essay
of Jenny Vib Taquenca, VF, 1st Prize Winner

For children to say NO to abuses and say
YES to a better and EMPOWERED lives
is the continuing commitment of the
Laura Vicufia Foundation to this society.
Visibly seen in the works of the children
during the month-long celebration is
an integration and appreciation of their
being involved in the process of change.

With the exposure and immersion of the
children to their rights, LVFI has shown
and given the children their VOICE and
hopefully, everyone will start to listen...

“ENTREP” FOR LVC HIGH SCHOOL
GIRLS, “ Mahirap po ang buhay” Exact
words coming from the LVC High
School girls as they spent days for their
Entrepreneurship Training as part of
their Technology Livelihood Education
Class. For the girls and their classmates at
BPOSA Ramon Magsaysay High School,
the experience enriched them with the
realities of putting up a livelihood from

the preparation to the actual selling of
their goods. To this , they say “ Mahirap
pero kapag may Sipag at Tiyaga may
Kinabukasan! Yan ang Buhay!

ON-THE-SPOT POSTER MAKING
CONTEST, As LVFs way of providing
children with creative opportunity to
express themselves and be heard by
concerned sectors of our society, the
“On-The-Spot Poster making Contest”
was organized last October 29,2008
during the culminating activity of LVF's
Children's Month Celebration at Atrium
Ali Mall Araneta Center Cubao Quezon
City.

Wesley Jelo Almazar of Ramon Magsaysay High
School bagged the [rst place in the On-the-Spot
Poster Making Contest.

The contest was participated on by
14 students and child representatives
from Don Bosco School-Manila, Trinity
University of Asia, Ramon Magsaysay High
School, Mary Help of Christians School -
Pampanga, Auxillium Catechetical Center,



Kaisahang Buhay Foundation, Sarnelli
Center for Street Children, Kuya Center
for Street Children, CRIBS Philippines,
FCED ( Childhope Asia), Don Bosco Youth
Center-Tondo, LVF Community Center-
Sta Mesa, Visayan Forum, Laura Vicufia
Center-Cubao and Concordia Children’s
Services.

ESSAY WRITING CONTEST, With the
theme “ The Youth of the 21st Century:
Issues, Challenges and Hope for the
Future  participants of the contest
expressed the sad plight that befall our
children these days and yet retain the
innate positive and hopeful foresight
of the future. In many words, the
participants have echoed a universal
need to be nourished and respected , as
children, and as the future of the world.

Through and amidst all these enriching
activities, the Laura Vicufia Foundation
Inc. has remained focused in sowing
the seeds of Hope, that amidst all the
challenges facing the children and youth
of today, they, the children have the
Voice to be heard, the Power to change,
and the Right to become productive
members of the society.

As Ms. Margarita Concepcion , the
eldest daughter of Joey and Marissa
Concepcion, LVF Board of Directors, said
in her message to the young participants,
“We can have that bright future for our
generation if we continue to believe in
our country and most importantly in
ourselves to make a dilerence. We must
continue to have positive attitude in us
because it gives us the spirit to make a
change and improve our country. ”

In empowering the youth of the 21st
century, Margarita continues, we must
believe in this saying that my grandfather
carried with him through his success and
failures that he has encountered, that YES
THE FILIPINO CAN!

Indeed, the FILIPINO CHILDREN AND
YOUTH CAN ! And Laura Vicufia
Foundation will always be one of the
guiding forces behind them.

Counter Tra Lckihg

INn focus
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Fighting the Plague of
the 215 Century

Laura Vicufia Foundation joins the [ght
against human slavery of the 21st century
after its work with sexually abused girls,
some of whom were tra [ck&d. LVF has
established community preventive alert
systems in all its Centers in Metro Manila
and Negros Occidental,

CognizantofLVFe [aftsagainsttra [ckihg,
the Inter-Agency Council (IACAT) in 2006
invited LVF's Executive Director, Sr. Maria
Victoria P. Sta. Ana, FMA to participate
in the National Conference Against
Tra [ckihg in Persons which was held
last September 20-22, 2006 at the Manila
Pavillon Hotel. She also participated
in the Counter tra [ckihg Seminar for
the Religious Women in the Asia Pacilcl
held in Bohol Province organized by the
International Organization on Migration
(IOM), International Union of Superiors
General (lUSG) and the Association of
Major Religious Women Superiors of the
Philippines (AMRWSP). Sr. Marivic was
also chosen to participate along with Sr.
Flolyn and Sr. Estrella Castalone, FMA in a
7-day International Congress of Women
Religious Working Against Tra [ckihg in
Human Persons.

Thereafter, LVFI conducted series of
awareness sessions on human tra [ckihg
for the religious and lay personnel as
well as with children and their parents
in schools and communities as a
preventive approach of combating
human tra [ckihg. As early as May 2007,
LVFI has already organized a seminar on
human tra [ckihg and orientation on the
Anti-tra [ckihg in Persons Act of 2003 to
50 participants from schools, faith-based
organizations, NGO and media.

Following next was the series of

Mr. Ernie Cloma facilitates the training on Child
Tra [ckihg to LVF Sta[ ]

Counter Tra [ckihg Advocacy Session at V. Mapa High
School Manila.
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Counter Tra [ckihg Advocacy Session at Ramon Magsaysay (Cubao) High School and Pasay East High School.

awareness sessions given to 400 high
school students from Ramon Magsaysay
(Cubao) High School, V. Mapa High
School and Pasay East High School. The
advocacy campaign aims to raise the
level of awareness of children and young
people on the issue of child tra [ckihg
and to prevent them from being
tra [ckad.

More advocacy sessions took place in
March 2008 at the Visayan Provinces with
300 student participants from Negros
Occidental (Victorias City High School,
Gaston High School, LauraVicufiaWomen
Development and Technology Center)
and Cebu (Tungkop High School). Child
tra Cckihg issues were also inserted in
the UN-CRC Orientation Seminars in

Negros Occidental reaching out to more
than 380 students from diLerent public
schools in Victorias and neighboring
cities and municipalities.

Prior to these series of advocacies, [vé
(5) LVF Sta [Cuhderwent a comprehensive
Trainer’s Training on Child Tra [ckihg
conducted by Mr. Ernie Cloma of
the Philippine Educational Theater
Arts (PETA) in order to become more
equipped with technical “know-how” in
conducting an e [edtive half-day seminar
on child tra Cckihg among public school
students.

LVF's latest undertaking for 2008 was
a comprehensive seminar on how to
combat human tra [ckihg which was
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given to 133 parent volunteers and
Barangay leaders being organized by
the Foundation in Negros Occidental.
Sr. Aleth Evangelista, FMA facilitated
the whole day event which included
activities on: 1) Identifying the good and
bad things in the family, Community and
in the world; 2) Steps in Helping; and 3)
Commitment Building.

Trackihg is not just only because
of poverty. It's also about gluttony of
wealth and power; it's about the colossal
destruction of the moral [bér of our
society in order to satisfy human’s hunger
to the human [esh. It is incontestable
indeed that human tra [ckihg is the
modern day form of human slavery, the
plague of the 215t century.

While stopping the demand continues to
become the most di [cult challenge in
combating human tra Lckihg, complete
awareness and understanding on the said
issue emerge as our strong armor against
devious individuals and syndicated
groups who attack the innocence of our
children whether in the urban setting or
in the outskirts; whether in school or in
their respective communities.



LVF host CIRCLE
Best Practice Mini-Launch

Laura  Vicufia  Foundation  was
commissioned by Winrock International
to organize and host their mini-launch
of CIRCLE Project’s “Best Practices in
Preventing and Eliminating Child Labor
through Education” held last May 29,
2008 at the Pan PacilclHotel Manila .
Multi-sectoral groups who are actively
involved in anti-child labor initiatives
graced the occasion.

A best practice, as de[néd by Winrock
International in the context of CIRCLE
(Community-based  Innovations  to
Reduce Child Labor through Education)
Project, is an aspect of the project that
has been eledtive in preventing or
reducing child labor and is an inspiration
to others.

This resource book contain best practices

of 101 projects, one of which is the LVF-
COME (Community Mobilization towards
Education) Project, undertaken by 88
community-based organizations in 24
countries around the world. The very
reach and empowering experiences
of the grantee partners are indeed
useful toolkit that illustrates various
interventions that were seen e [edtive
in [ghting child labor as success stories
were grouped into seven (7) thematic
approachestopreventingandeliminating
child labor such as: 1) awareness-raising;
2) advocacy; 3) education; 4) vocational
education and skills training; 5) peer
education; 6) child labor monitoring; and
7) data collection.

The mini-launch, indeed, was able to
inspire the government, the public and
private sectors, religious organizations,
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community-based  NGO',  people’s
organizations, funding agencies, donors,
and other stakeholders to strengthen
their commitment and implement their
action plans to reduce child labor in the
Philippines through education.

Counter Tra [ckihg Advocacy at Victorias City, Negros Occidental.
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Community Centers for Children at Risk (CCCAR)
Sta. Mesa and Tondo, Manila

the seed of goodness
Into its fullness

The Laura Vicufia Center for Street Children through LVF’s “Journey of Hope
was put up in order to address the needs of street children especially the girls
who are pushed by poverty to work out in the streets to earn a living. A unique
feature of LVF's Program for Street Children is the “Preventive System” of St. John
Bosco which combines faith and education in accompanying the young people.
Through the years, LVF has been guided with St. John Bosco’s philosophy that in
every young, there is a seed of goodness which love and integral education can
make grow into its fullness.

Eighteen years after, the Salesian Sisters continue to plant seeds of goodness
in the heart of every young at the LVF Centers which was transformed into
Community Centers for Children at Risk (CCCAR). With the intensi [ed preventive
interventions and children’s participation in place, LVF foresees endless
possibilities for children and youth to reach their full potentials and become
good Christians and honest citizens.

The regular comers receive a daily
supplement offood based fromaplanned
menu scheduled for the whole week
which consists of either the following:
bread with juice or drinking water,
sweetened or boiled saba, arrozcaldo,
champorado, macaroni soup, rice with
varying viand such as sautéd sardines,
corned beef, adobong itlog, dried [sh
with misua, noodles, etc.

Health and Nutrition/
Supplemental Feeding

Generous benefactors who share their
[nancial resources to provide for our
children and youth's snacks or supper
are not wanting of which we are always
grateful of.

Educational Component

The Mother Morano Educational
Funding of the Daughters of Mary Help
of Christians, Inc has been a big aid to our
Streetchildren and youth. With the aid of
their [n&ncial assistance for our scholars,
our Community Center’s youth were
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given the push to pursue their studies at
all costs.

Form and frequency
of educational assistance

Scholarships from various group
sponsors

The elementary and high school
student scholars receive Php20 per day
amounting to Php100 per week while
the college student scholars receive
Php50 per day with an amount based
from their scheduled number of classes
per week. This amount may cater to their
transportation fares or school projects.

Study Period or Tutorial lessons

As the need would arise, some of our
children enjoy the help of tutorial lessons
which are provided by some generous
volunteers or by our very own LVTC
Trainees as part of their NSTP program.
On regular days, the Center follows a
regular study period to give them time
to go over their lessons or do their school
assignments. They are assisted by the
Sisters assigned, some volunteer groups,



or their own peers. Such attention given
them would hopefully instill good study
habits, the sense of responsibility and
accountability for assigned tasks and
the capacity to realize that learning is
possible for every age. By helping build
up self- esteem, they may soon consider
education as a value and thus develop
interest in pursuing it.

Spiritual/Values Formation
Component

“Good Night Talks” as part of the
Salesian Tradition started by Don Bosco,
this short good thought shared with
them is a very helpful means for their
formation which are given by the Sisters
in- charge or other Sisters from the
Provincial House Community.

Catechesis — though not yet organized
but sporadically given, the youth of our
Center learn a lot and respond positively
to the new knowledge of Faith which are
shared to them.

Sacrament of Confession - through
the fervent reception of this sacrament
they learn that this is the sacrament
which enables them to receive God's
forgiveness and reconciles them with
others and [n#l peace in themselves
through the power of God’s grace.

The Celebration of Holy Mass -
throughaninvolvementinthecelebration
of the Eucharist, our Bosconians learn
that this is the highest form of prayer
they can olernto God. They experience
this on Sundays or special feast days
whenever it is part of their scheduled
activity. Their active participation are
characterized in behaving well inside the
chapel, listening attentively, singing or
responding attentively, as well as praying
or including in the Mass some particular
or personal intentions.

They have also been trained to animate
the Holy Mass through giving their active
animation as Mass Commentators and
Readers, Altar Servers, Choir, Collectors
and O [erers and Song instrumentalists
and leaders.

Prayer Experiences, short visits
to the chapel - the Bosconians never
miss their day without a short visit to the
chapel which inculcates in them faith in
the living presence of God who is ready
to listen to every prayer they utter. Each
day they are also trained to say their own
spontaneous prayer of thanks for the
food they receive each day [rst to God,
the intention of their benefactors or
even remember other children who are
deprived of their daily bread. On special
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occasions or on feast days, we give
them an experience of thematic prayer
services, praying of the rosary, olering
of some prayers for those in need, eg.
intentions of their families, the country,
for peace in the world, victims of natural
calamities, learning Mass songs and even
an experience of silence and listening.

Human and Christian Values - the
creation of an educational environment
where constant assistance is being
done by the Sisters in charge and other
volunteers from time to time have been
bene [cihl to the children as it has instilled
in them good human and moral values. It
has been observed that there has been a
great change in their behavior since the
time they [rst entered the ambient. It
has been consoling to see that the have
learned to value the following:

Truthfulness (expressed in their
honesty in returning a thing found which
does not belong to them, capacity to
express their own ideas or a particular
event, the sense of accountability in
owning a particular mistake and being
humble enough to say sorry, capacity
also to accept their own life situation)
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Love (expressed in their care and
concern for the good of their peers,
in learning to share their toys or give
up something in favor of the other, of
extending help even without being told,
of their capacity to a [rml or appreciate
the good done by their peers, giving a
little amount of respect towards their
elders or peers, courteousness towards
visitors or Sisters, learning to listen when
someone is speaking to them, the sense
of solidarity with other poor children or

people)

Sense of Responsibility (expressed
in their capacity to do an assigned task,
to care and love their environment
by disposing trashes in their proper
places, and maintaining cleanliness and
orderliness before using and leaving a
place, taking care of their own things or
things of the Center as much as possible,
for some, though not all, diligence and
interest in their studies is seen)

Capacity  for  Leadership  and
Collaboration (expressed in their ability
to form and organize their own groups
and show their creativity in whatever
task is assigned to them, team-building
and cooperation where they learn to
practice trust, patience, sacrilcé and
sportsmanship, to manage their own
program presentations for benefactors
andvisitors, capacity to remind their peers
of discipline during certain activities)

Capacity for Joy and At-Homeness
(they have always been spontaneous
and happy as they engage in games and
their dilerent activities and these are
even shared especially to various visitors
or foreigners who come to the Center,
to whom they are also welcoming and
appreciative.

Skills/Livelihood Component

Enhancing Skills in Music (drum
and lyre band, [ute, banduria, guitar and
combo drums), dancing, singing, acting
and performing on stage and sharing
their acquired talents during programs in
entertaining visitors and sometimes for
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their December caroling)
Card making
Selling Popcorn

Socio-cultural/ Recreational
Component

Free and spontaneous games daily

Sense of creativity in planning,
organizing programs for visitors, guests
and sponsors

Organizing sports, group games and
recreation during special occasions

Summer Camps

Holding parties, programs within
the center among themselves

Watching movies, documentary
(Inhs

Organizing talks and sessions
on some important topics: Rights of
Children, Media, Social Issues, etc.

Family and Community
Outreach/ Parent’s Formation

Home Visitations and informal talks with
parentsorguardiansregardingtheirchild’s
performance, improvements in behavior
or the need for their collaboration with



us for their child’s welfare.

Inviting their parents or guardians
to attend the Sunday Masses and
Formations which includes prayer
experiences, fellowship, human and
spiritual formation, etc.

Involving them in some Educating
Community gatherings

Showing the sense of solidarity during
moments of sickness or death in their
families

Public School Visitations where we
communicate with the Principal or their
teachers if the need arises.

Socio-Political Involvement

For the past year the Bosconians have
been sensitized or been made aware of
the socio- political issues happening in
our country. We ask them to be involved
in some ways possible to them to show
that it is still possible for them to be in
solidarity with their fellow Filipinos who
sulen injustice and those who in[ick
them.

Some ways by which they have
shown involvement were:

1. Joining 600 PM noise barrage
“Busina para sa Katotohanan® outside
Don Bosco School along P. Sanchez
united with those who also made it along
E. Rodriguez near St. Joseph's College

2. Signing the Signature Campaign,
joining the Prayer for Peace organized

by the Don Bosco School when they
adopted the Sumilao Farmers and
praying for their intention of their Case.

3. Praying for the intentions of Mr. Jun
Lozada and believing in his cause.

4. Organizing their Annual Summer
Camp with the theme:“Team Bosconians:
Buhay, Liwanag at Katotohanan, Ibahagi
Mo!" where they gained information
about social issues and an encounter
with a Mangyan Tribe in Mindoro.
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5. Our Leaders joined in the overnight
Truth Festival last August 22, 2008 at the
Rajah Sulayman Plaza , Roxas Blvd.

Leadership Training

The Center have chosen and trained
leaders who have had a good experience
of the life of the Center, have been
familiar with their peers and have shown
the ability for leadership. They have
been a great help in the daily agenda
of the Center. They have learned to
plan, organize and follow- up their own
activities.  Gaining self- con[dénce
they have been capable of running a
meaningful and unforgettable Summer
Camp of their own, holding sessions and
inspiring their fellow Bosconians to good
values and managing their own groups.
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LauraVicuia Center (LVC)

Cubao, Quezon City

Trail of the Amazing Survivors

From the [thy roads of metropolitan
shanties and the scenic horizons of the
countryside, twenty (20) young girls
trekked a peculiar trail that neither
safety boots, helmet, harness nor
shackles helped them to safely reach
their destination. Their only salvation
was the caring hands, emphatic hearts
and lenient minds of personswho lead
them away from their horrendous
past. Through them, the girls have
come to reach the doorsteps of LVC,
where they continued the second
lapse of the trail — a journey towards
recovery and healing.

When they reached LVC, their spirit
was totally down; their personhood
was crushed into pieces; their dignity
was completely shattered. Majority
lost emotional support from their
primary caregivers. With all the
betrayal they experienced, whom can
they still trust? Helping these young
girls become healthy survivors is the
greatest test indeed amidst many
obstacles to hurdle and challenges to
[nish.

However, through the Recovery and
Healing Program of the Laura Vicuia
Center, guided with the elements of
Don Bosco’s preventive system of
education(reason, religionandloving-
kindness), the Salesian Sisters and
their lay mission partners were able
to penetrate the deepest feelings and
emotions of the girls, who afterwards
accepted the challenge of rising again
from their traumatic past and hope
for a better future.

Highlights of Major
Accomplishments, LVC-Cubao

Article contributions from::
Sr. Aleth Evangelista, FMA and Ms. Ariane
Pearl Hugo

HEALTH AND NUTRITION

With the threat of economic recession
and impending donor fatigue, we at LVC
are still optimistic to surpass the daily
struggle of maintaining a 24-hour facility
mixed with a strong belief to “His" divine
providence. Although scarce than the
usual, food supply is maximized to its
expected consumption period without
sacrilcihg the children’s nutritional
needs. The girls are trained to budget,
market, and prepare meals that are low
cost yet with high nutritive values. They
are taught of eating vegetables paired
with ample amount of pork, chicken or
[(sh and fruits. As this is not customary
in their respective homes, promoting a
balanced diet becomes di [cult at the
beginning of the girls’ stay at the Center.
This becomes part of their formation so
that they will imbibe a healthy lifestyle
and pass this on to their future children.

MEDICAL AND DENTAL SERVICES

Government hospitals and other facilities
are tapped to provide the girls with
regular medical consultations, cheap
medicinesand diagnostic procedures. For
this year, eleven (11) girls were brought
to the National Children’s Hospital for
medical consultations and laboratory
tests like urinalysis and blood test due
to minor illnesses such as asthma, fever
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and skin diseases. Two girls underwent
six-month medication due to primary
complex. One (1) girl was admitted at the
National Children Hospital for one week
due to dengue fever. Dental health of the
girls is likewise addressed through the
Philippine Charity Sweepstakes O [cel
(PCSO) public clinic wherein nine (9) girls
were provided with free dental services.

PSYCHIATRIC/ PSYCHOLOGICAL
SERVICES

An important component of the holistic
recovery and healing program at LVC
is the psychiatric and psychological
services. Seven (7) girls underwent
psychological evaluation while ten (10)
of the girls attended psychiatric sessions
with Dr. Cynthia Leynes, a specialist in
handling psychological trauma among
abused children. These services help
them overcome the traumagenic e [edts
of their painful abusive experiences.

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE

The girls’ readiness and developmental
needs are assessed in order to determine
the specilcleducation stream that is
suitable to them. Through coordination



with Ramon Magsaysay (Cubao) High
School, our girls at the secondary level
were enrolled at its Balik Paaralan — Out
of School Adult (BP-OSA) Program, a
modular type of education. Meanwhile,
the elementary girls are enrolled to a
formal education program at Cubao
Elementary School. One continued with
home study program at Angelicum
College.

Most of the Vicufians are in the average
level of academic standing.  School
performances are regularly monitored
by the sister in charge and social worker
to assess the progress of the children in
school. Aside from school supplies, bags,
shoes, materials for projects, tutorial
services were also provided in order to
assist them in their lessons.

LIVELIHOOD SKILLS TRAINING

Older children are trained with small
enterprise development in preparation
for their reintegration in the community
and this includes; baking pandesal and
macaroons, soap making, beadworks like
bracelets and rosary, paper crafts and
personalized greeting cards which are
made either as gifts for the benefactors
or for income generating purposes.
Aside from earning, the skills training
activities are focused on enhancing their
self-esteem and honing their creative
potentialities.

SPIRITUAL AND VALUES
FORMATION

As part of the Salesian charism to enrich
the spiritual and values formation of the
children, the girlsin LVC are being helped
to deepen their faith and relationship
with God through prayers and re [edtions,
praying the rosary together, adoration,
listen to daily good night talks and
attend their regular monthly recollection
facilitated by the sisters.  Saturday
afternoon are reserved for the regular
attendance in the anticipated mass at
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the Asian Institute of Management (AIM)
chapel in Makati and 1st and 4th Sunday
masses at the Immaculate Conception
Cathedral, where the girls served as
choir.

Last April 2008, the girls had their 3rd
Summer Formation Camp in Bulabod
Puerto Galera, Mindoro with this year's
theme “Truth Camp sa Mindoro” The
formative aspect that was given to them
for this year's camp is to deepen their
awareness to value the truth in their lives.
During their sessions, they were guided
with two questions to be answered by
each group. 1) Personal de [nition and
meaning: What is the Truth for you? 2) In
what situation in your life in which you
had to tell the truth? Each group made
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their answer at the end of the activity by
coming up with a poster to represent
the meaning of truth in their life. For
them, truth will light their path towards
becoming a good, responsible Christian
and it challenges them to make their life
be truthful. One of the girls wrote her
Truth Camp experienced and she said
that “Fighting for the truth with your life
is a journey” and it is time to stand for
the truth. (See more on the Vicunian's
Journal)

Six (6) children received the Sacrament
of First Holy Communion, one (1) girl
received baptism. The sacramental
encounter encouraged the Vicufians to
a more fervent resolution to strengthen
their friendship with Jesus and to live
up to the sublime dignity conferred on
them as children of God.

CHILD PARTICIPATION

As child caring institution, LVC also gives
the girls the opportunity to practice their
rights as children. They were exposed
to various seminars and workshops so
that they will be able to exercise their
participation rights and realize their
signi[cant role in building our society.
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SOCIO-RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES

The children were given the opportunity
to express their hidden emotions,
creativity and talents through playing and
other socio-recreational activities. These
are one of the strategic interventions
which allow the girls to manage their
stuck up feelings of sadness, depression
and aggression.
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LVF Community Resource Development & Technology Center
Victorias City, Negros Occidental

Learning Opportunities,
Endless Possibilities

Breaking the bondage of child labor
and changing the attitude of people
who have been imbibed with century-
old forms of human slavery are like
camels passing in the eye of a needle.
Nevertheless, the experience of
Laura Vicufia Foundation in Hacienda
Malihao, Negros Occidental portrays
how the impossible becomes very
much possible given the adequate
learning opportunities and enduring
motivation.

With access to various education
streams, former child workers and
those at risk of child labor are able to
exercise their rights through the help
of their parents who gradually modify
their old practices that used to put
children in di Cculk circumstances.
Much more, parents are overwhelmed
with a lot of possibilities awaiting
their children given the perseverance
and determination to achieve their
goals. They have come to realize that
aside from the sugarcane [eld, their
inner strength, high aspirations and
inert potentials can be a viable source
of their milk and honey through a
continuous learning process.

Keeping at risk and working
children in school.

Seeingachildlaborermarched onstageis
indeed one of the greatest achievements
of a social worker implementing anti-
child labor initiatives. It has been a
dynamic of a typical child worker to skip
classes especially during milling season
in order to [ndl extra income for his

starving family. Students usually go home
for lunch since they have no money to
buy food. But most of the time, some fails
to come back for their afternoon classes
because of the long distance walk. Their
frequent absences in school make them
at risk of child labor.

Finally, the hard times of continuous
motivation and the routinary monitoring

are bearing wonderful results. For this
year, retention rate of 92% was noted
among children and youth noted at
the Formal Education Program. The
educational assistance being extended
to them by the Global Fund for Children
(GFC) for four years now increases even
more their motivation to strive hard and
to use wisely the opportunity that has
been given to them.
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“Children of Today, Dream of
Tomorrow”

The Early Childhood Care and
Development (ECCD) Program of the
Laura Vicufia Foundation in Negros
Occidental becomes LVF's point of entry
for the implementation of its preventive
interventions against child labor and
other forms of abuse and exploitation
among children. Aside from the usual
child development activities and
supplemental feeding, parents of ECCD
kids are given hands on training on child
rearing and child development organized
by LVF social worker and invited resource
speakers from the Social Welfare and
Development O Lcelof Victorias City.

As what the theme of ECCD’s recognition

day last March 28, 2008 conveyed, these
pre-school children, indeed, will be the
ful(linent of tomorrow’s dream, with
this package of holistic services being
provided to them.

LVF - ALS Learners:
Tilling the Soil of Success

Since the implementation of the
Alternative Learning System (ALS) at the
LVF Community Resource Development
and Technology Center, child laborers
were given a wider perspective of life
beyond the sugarcane [eld. Some
started to write their names at age 16, or
to read and count. Last March 29, 2008,
twenty-two (22) ALS graduates started
to “Aim High” after they experienced for
the [rst time to receive certilcates and
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awards on stage. Two months later, 5
high school learners enrolled last June in
a nearby public high school. Meanwhile,
12 decided to take the Accreditation and
Equivalency Test as their stepping stone
to vocational schools and better job
opportunities.

AT the LVF-ALS Center, learners also
appreciate the various formations that
are being given to them such as spiritual
recollections and life skills training which
improve their self-esteem and keep
them in the ALS Program. In previous
years, the low self-esteem of the learners
hindered them from mingling with the
trainees of the LYWDTC. It was surprising
to see this year’s group of ALS learners
who participated in the activities of the
Educating Community of the Salesian



Sisters in Hacienda Malihao. Somehow,
the learners have freed themselves from
the social stigma that prevents them
from honing their potentials outside the
sugarcane [elds.

LVWDTC: The Hearth of
Sugarlandia

Every morning, young people are seen
jam-packed in jeepneys and tricycles
for a 7-kilometer ride from the Victorias
City Proper to Hacienda Malihao,
some walking at long distances, while
others ride on their bicycles, to spend
another worthwhile day at the Laura
Vicuha Women Development and
Technology Center (LVWDTC). In spite
of its remote location, the LVWDTC is
known to the populace of Victorias City
and neighboring towns because of the
success stories it has produced for nine
years now.

Unmindful of the challenges they hurdle
each day just to reach LYWDTC, most of
the trainees become more determined
to pursue their respective courses as their
enthusiasm is continuously en[amned by
their trainors, LVF sta[Cand the Salesian
Sisters who accompany them in their 10-
month vocational and technical training
at LVWDTC.

The perfect combination of academic
diligence, technical pro [ciency and high
spirituality molds every trainee to be
competent, competitive and productive
in the world of work. The nine (9)
graduates of PC Operations last school
year would attest to how their training
at LYWDTC became their gateway to
ACS (A Llialed Computer Services) in
Cebu where they presently work as
regular employees. The satisfactory track
record of trainees during their on-the-
job training attracted more companies
to open apprenticeship opportunities for
the LVWDTC trainees.

PARTNER COMPANIES

°* A [liafled Computer Services (ACS) of
the Philippines (IT Park, Cebu)

* Innodata— XML Corporation (Mandaue
City, Cebu)

* Taal Vista Hotel (Tagaytay City)

* DonBosco Technical Institute (Vicmico,
Victorias City, Neg. Occ)

® Sta. Ana Enterprises (Victorias City,
Neg. Occ.)

® ROLE Lending Corporation (Victorias

City, Neg. Occ))

PAL O LCcelNAIA, Manila)

Lexmark Corporation (Mactan, Cebu)

NKC Corporation (Mactan, Cebu)

GEC Corporation (Mactan, Cebu)

PUIC Corporation (Mactan, Cebu)

SM City — Bacolod (Bacolod City, Neg.

Occ)

* Ysabel's Bridal Gown (Bacolod City)

Marjun’s Bakery (Victorias City, Neg. Occ.)

°® Collette’s Bakeshop (Victorias City,
Neg. Occ.)

* Profoods Corporation (Mandaue City,
Cebu)

* Jollibee (Mactan, Cebu)

With trainees coming from sugarcane
plantations in Victorias City, neighboring
towns and cities, the LYWDTC is indeed
the hearth of Sugarlandia as it keeps the
[ame of commitment of benefactors and
giveshopeto theimpoverishedsituations
of thousands of families in the sugarcane
plantations that bene [firom the success
of their sons and daughters through the
LVWDTC. They sincerely thank in a very
special way their benefactors: TESDA/
PESFA, VIDES Shizuoka (Japan), VIDES
Belgium, VIMACA-Kabulig Foundation,
UNICEF Manila and Dela Rosa Family.
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LVWDTC trainees in action
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Putting Protective Environment in
Place.

UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS
OF THE CHILD AND COUNTER
TRAFFICKING ORIENTATION SEMINAR

With the help of trained Child Rights
Advocates and PES Volunteers, LVF was
able to reach about 380 children and
youth who were given a half-day session
on the United Nation's Convention on
the Rights of the Child (UN-CRC) and
Counter Tra Lckihg Orientation Seminar.
The 100% support of school teachers
and school administrators who warmly
welcomed the LVF Team and generously
lend their school equipments, and time.
This scenario is indicative of improving
participation of the school system in
creating a protective environment for
children.

Some of the schools that were given the
awareness sessions were:

® EB Magalona High School - Consing
Extension, EB Magalona Municipality

* NancaElementary School,EB Magalona
Municipality

* Gaston High School, Victorias City

* Alfonso Sta. AnaMemorial High School,
Victorias City

®* PA Cuaycong Elementary School,
Victorias City

* JL Suarez Elementary School, Victorias
City

* Laura Vicufia Women Development &
Technology Center

PARENTS EFFECTIVENESS SERVICE
(PES)

Three (3) batches of parents consisting
of 74 parents were given the Parents
E [edtiveness Service (PES) Seminar from
July to November 2008. The PES Seminar
run for seven Sundays for each batch with
the following topics that were discussed:
Parent’s rights and responsibilities,
techniques in disciplining/ managing
the behavior of children, kinds of child

abuse, child labor and the Anti-tra [ckihg
in Persons Act of 2003 (RA 9208). The
participants of the seminar are parents
of new project benelcihries funded
by Global Fund for Children and those
being organized by the Salesian Sisters
were given the said seminar.

SEMINAR ON COUNTER TRAFFICKING
TO JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST HUMAN
SLAVERY

AspartofLVF'sintensive campaignagainst
child tra [ckihg, it started to organize last
November 23, 20008 series of seminars
on counter tra [ckihg. This activity is very
more focused to RA 9208 as compared
to the UN-CRC sessions, with an in-depth
discussion of the topics and formulation
of concrete plans to help contribute in
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the elimination of child tra [ckihg. The
session was [Tsk run at the FMA Malihao
Community in Negros Occidental with
Sr. Aleth Evangelista, FMA as the resource
speaker to 133 attendees. More sessions
will be facilitated in the Visayas Region
and Manila in 2009.

BUILDING ABETTER AND
STRONGER COMMUNITY

Through the assistance from the Global
Fund for Children (GFC) based in
Washington DC, USA, LVF was able to
organize seminars to improve the existing
livelihood activity of the people which is
hog/ swine raising with speakers coming
from VITARICH Company. They also had
Natural Farming and Nutrition Seminar
given by the Victorias City Agriculture
O [cel which taught them how to
nourish their children at dilerent life
stages while being environment-friendly
at the same time. Prior to this, parents
were also given training on Bio-Intensive
Gardening and Alternative (Herbal)
Medicines preparation which improved
low cost health care and nutrition, and at
the same time increasing their livelihood
productivity.
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Learning the Virtues
Towards Competency

In 1993, the Laura Vicufia Foundation Inc.
opened its doors for street children and
urban poor youth who were interested to
take up vocational courses through the
Laura Vicufia Technology Center in Sta.
Mesa, Manila. Initially olering courses
on Garments Trade, Food Technology
and Computer Secretarial, 44 graduates
were produced from the [rst batch of
trainees and have reached to nearly 800
graduates to date. In order to adapt to
the demand of time, LVTC o [ered 2-year
course on Electronics Technology and
upgraded its Computer Secretarial course
to Computer Technology and O [cel
Technology in 2000 until [n&lly making it
Business and O LceTrechnology in 2002.

Through the years, the Laura Vicufia
Technology Center continuous to
attract young people at risk not only
because of the quality education it
olers but also because of the values
and spiritual formation it provides
which mold every trainee to become
productive and honest citizens. The
LVTC o [erk venue for moral and spiritual
enrichment through its various activities
such as: regular celebration of the Holy
Eucharist, recollections, spiritual retreats,
participation in the Salesian Youth
Movement, feast day and gratitude day
celebrations, good day talks, participation
in the Truth Festival, devotion to Mama
Mary and many more.

More than the technical knowledge and

skills that are instilled on them, formation
of good virtues, positive attitude and
work ethics is the top priority at the
Training Center. This has been the reason
why most of the trainees are absorbed
by the companies after their on-the-job
training.  Technical competency and
character have been their gate pass
to productivity and a better income
opportunity.

ON-THE JOB-TRAINING (OJT)
PARTNER COMPANIES

1. ACBEL Polytech Phil,, Inc.

SMK Company (Clark, Pampanga)
RYONAN Electric Philippines
Corporation

NXP (Philips)

Alter to Fit

Shroud Exhibit International
TRI-STAR Service Company
MTV Klinika

. The Zen

0. Mary Help of Christians School,
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Canlubang Laguna
11. Tobie Pharma, Inc.

SCHOLARSHIPS/ EDUCATIONAL
ASSISTANCE SPONSORS:

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel

VIDES Japan

SJ Payatas

Laura Vicufia Foundation, Inc.
Study Now - Pay Later Scholarship
Program

Couples for Christ/ Youth for Christ
UNICEF Manila

DBS Oratory

. St. Ezekiel

10. FMA Provincial House

11. Mo. Morano Educational Fund

12. Caritas Manila

a s~ o
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LVTC 14t Commencement Exercises

Laura Vicufia Technology Center
celebrated its 14" Commencement
Exercises last October 26, 2008, Sunday
at Don Bosco School Chapel, Sta. Mesa,
Manila. The whole event started at 5:00
PM with a solemn Eucharistic Celebration
o [ciated by the Batch’s Chaplain, Fr.
Eliseo Pio Juan Santos, SDB followed by
the Graduation Ceremony in Don Bosco
Hall. Ms. Asuncion Cueto, consultant of
Laura Vicufia Foundation, was the main
guest of the event who really challenged
the graduates to be the signs and bearers
of hope of today’s complicated world.
Forty-two (42) fullleéd trainees received
the fruit of their hardships within the past
two years and went home with much joy
and gratitude, [rsk to their parents and to
the school as well.
Article contribution from:
Sr. Lilimae Escasinas, FMA
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A Taste of Salesian Joy!

by Sr. Sarah Robas, FMA

January! A month which sees every
Salesian community beam with joy
and fun in celebration of the feast of
Bl. Laura Vicufia and St. John Bosco. For
CCCAR, Sta. Mesa, the theme: Our Game!
“Magsaya, Maging Banal, Everytime,
Everywhere” found its life through the
active involvement of the Streetchildren
in various activities. This weeklong
celebration started from the afternoon
of Sunday, January 20 and lasted till the
30th. Imagine the animated spirits of
these youngsters! The afternoon rains
did not dampen their spirits. The mini-
parade that started it all, gave them eager
anticipation upon hearing the harmony
and beat of the drummers and lyrists to
some joyful music coupled with their
majorettes’ baton exhibition. The sports
competition on volleyball, basketball
and badminton for both children and
teens made them fully energetic. The
group- building games for vying teams
exuded much excitement and thrill. Not
to mention the dynamism displayed
by elementary boys' vs. girls’ originally
composed rap competition about Don
Bosco and Laura. On one corner, the
chess, damaand even snakes and ladders
(for the younger kids) players went a bit
serious as they struggled to make the
right turn. The formative [Inhs on Laura

and Don Bosco left them empowered
with beautiful insights. Their active
participationin the scheduled Eucharistic
Celebration o [ciaked by Rev Fr. Charles
Manlangit, SDB gives you an idea of a
celebration put to heart.

This annual Salesian event made me
re[ec¢t that it was indeed “the young's
game”l Game, not in the sense that they
naturally long for games and fun but
they radiated so much life, innocent joy
and vibrant energy in all the activities
we planned out with their leaders. The
Salesian spirit here, | understand, is
seeing with your own eyes teamwork,
sportsmanship, healthy competition,
joyful preparation and doing of tasks
assigned, even volunteering to perform
some unforeseen tasks without any
complaints, giving outone’sbest, assisting
one another, sharing the happiness felt
by their companions even if it means
you lost and their beaming smiles that
show gratitude for whatever prize they
receive during the awarding. This is what
it means to be youthful. This is Salesian
holiness alive. Our hearts rejoice for we
believe that these young had a taste
of their game- Salesian Sanctity and
Salesian Joy!
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Saying Thanks In
Play and Presence!

by Sr. Sarah Robas, FMA

With hearts full of joy and gratitude, the Bosconians joined in the celebration of
the Provincial House Gratitude Day last March 9, the whole Sunday morning. With
the experience which involved all the members of the Education Community, they
understood that they belong to a larger family and that it was possible to unite with
all enjoying recreation and presentation. It was also something very unique because
they saw with their own eyes that play and fun is not only for their age but also for
the mothers and grandmothers as well. The event’s theme: “Pusong Nagkakaisa,
Nagpapasalamat!” started with a Mass o [ciated by Fr. Edwin Soliva, SDB followed by
breakfast with a cup of hot co[ed or chocolate with two buns of bread moving on
to the various booths, group games and songs. Following the EC community song,
“Glowing Inside” the inspiring message of Sr. Sue, our EC animator crowned this
meaningful activity. It was not they materially received that gave them joy but surely
the exceptional experience of enjoying and celebrating together.
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Summer Camp:
Merging Fun and Learning

by Sr. Sarah Robas, FMA

“Maganda, Maayos!” “Mayaralkaming
natutunan.” “Masaya at enjoy kami.”
“Natutunan naming magpahalaga sa
buhayatsamgabiyayangnatatanggap
namin.” Naging totoo kamisa sarili.”

These were the constant remarks of
the Bosconians who participated in last
year’s Summer Camp held in our very
own Mary Help of Christians Technology
Center (Agri- School) in Parang, Oriental
Mindoro last April 17- 20, 2008. Some
32 “Bosconians’, the term we usually
give to our streetchildren, assisted by 2
mothers, 3 Sisters and 4 volunteers took
part in this always longed for youthful
activity. It carried the theme: TEAM
BOSCONIANS: BUHAY. LIWANAG
AT KATOTOHANAN, I[BAHAGI MO!
Around thirteen of their leaders with the
assistance of their Sister animators did
the great job in the planning, preparation
and implementation of the whole camp.
Among these leaders, some good and
noteworthy attitudes were developed
in the course of the activity. To mention:
that of owning and taking to heart the
dilerent tasks they volunteered to do,
their sense of collaboration and ability
to pitch in when help was needed, their
ability to take hold of their groups of
mixed ages and their courage to take
charge of an activity, transmit it to the
level of their fellow campers, capacity to
admitsome failures and make up for their
mistakes and to simply be themselves
and enjoy whatever is to be experienced
over a given time. Being the prime
movers was an impressive experience for
them and this was very contributory for
the success of their camp experience.

The various activities that [oWed
from prayer, reledtion, sharing of eye-

opening realities and issues of life and
society, play and fun, camaraderie and
celebration, drawing particular plans of
action and commitment made it a very
wholesome experience. One can say
that they were able to attain awareness
of the importance of upholding LIFE,
LIGHT AND TRUTH in their very own life
experiences founded on the example of
Jesus Christ Himself. They were very much
challenged to take this commitment of
taking the [rst steps to be the ones to
live out good convictions in their own
families and life situation.

A very good feature of the camp was
their encounter with the Mangyan
Youth of the Iraya tribe which was a very
touching exchange of the gift-presence
of one another. The Bosconians shared
with them a kilo of rice, some canned

goods and school supplies which they
contributed on their own. Both of them
also exchanged friendship bands. It
made them re [ed¢t on how richly blessed
they were and how simple but happy the
Mangyans were.

The whole camp ended with a program
of thanks to all persons who helped out
and gave their all —out support especially
to Sr. Nancy and her community who
were not only the hosts of the said
activity but also the prompt provider
of all our needs, to the 4 volunteer ate’s
and kuyass, to the mothers, the PH Sister
animators and leaders.

If you want to leave an impressing lesson
in the lives of the young people, camps
can be the venue for it!
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Children: Shining Gifts
of the Future

On A Personal Note ...

By: Sr. Sarah Robas, FMA

| didn’t expect that the National Children’s
Month celebration at the Atrium would
turn out to be fullllihg one; for myself
and I'm sure to the kids. These young
bloods who wusually frequent our
Center in their usual typical image of
a streetchild, are to the eyes of many,
needy and disadvantaged ones. But
they are a brood of full potentials! Upon
arrival in Ali Mall, they already knew and
felt that this a[ail was for them, which
made them feel special. They were not
shying away before others. They felt so
much at home, no need to be familiar
with the new ambient. Children really
have a sense of awe and wonder!

Emceed with the energetic, Ms. Lea
Dasigan and 2 Vicufians from LVC Cubao,
our “Bosconians” as they are familiarly
called actively participated in this a[ait.
In the sequence of program they were
the [rst to present their 5- minute skit
depicting the values and counter —
values of the lives of the youth of today
plus a choreographed song, entitled
“Kilos Kabataan” The skit's script was of
their own and choreography, too. With
the kids form other ambient, they also
joyfully volunteered to join the Story
Telling as they were asked to read from
the story book and additional dances
and songs. During the singing contest,
two of our Bosconians joined and
shared their singing abilities. They were
Ma. Lourelyn Morales and Azalia Betina
Padilla, the latter won the [rst place and
received a cash prize. Children really go
for self- involvement, sense of belonging
and they simply give themselves in

enjoyment and fun.

From the organized contests, two of our
Bosconians were also blessed to receive
the second place award for the Essay
Writing and the On- the- Spot Poster
Making Contest. They were Jan Vincent
Arcan, a 1% yr, college student for the
essay writing contest and Clyd Doroja,
a 2" year college student. They both
received a cash prize reward, a trophy
and a certi[cdte. These essays and poster
creations are beautiful masterpieces of
who they are in careful consideration.
Children are treasure of gifts and talents
waiting to be discovered. Making them
feel that we trust them and giving them
enumerable possibilities, they shine!

We are grateful for this learning
experience which is a good venue to
make our children gain self importance
that leads them to be shining gifts of the
future!
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The winning artwork of Clyd Doroja.
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Isang araw sa National Museum

By: Ma. Lourelyn Morales
3rd yr high school
CCCAR, Sta. Mesa

“Dec 13, 2008. Nagkaroon ng isang
pagsasama-sama sa National Museum
kung saan ang bawat Kabataan ng iba-t
ibang sangay ng LauraVicufia Foundation
ay nag-celebrate ng Kapaskuhan. Para sa
akin, ito ang taon at petsa ng LVF Parti-
han na aking nagustuhan. Ito ay naiiba
sa mga nakaraang taon na mga saya at
pagsakay sa mga “rides’sapagkat ito ay
nakatulong at nakadagdag sa aming
mga kaalaman tungkol sa ating bansa.
Ito ay malaking tulong sa mga kabataan
upang makilala pa ng husto ang ating
sariling kultura at ang lahat ng mga
bagay- bagay tungkol sa sariling bansa.

Ang tour na ito ay nagtataglay ng mga
pangyayari na maaring makapagmulat
sa mga kaisipan ng bawat kabataan ukol
sa mga dayuhan sa ating bansa at ang
kanilang impluwensya sa ating kultura.

Dama ko ang kasiyahan sa lahat ng
aking nakita at naranasan at alam kong
ganito rin ang naramdaman ng lahat ng
kabataan na nakasama doon’

A Christmas experience — one of a kind!

The youth from our LVF Centers would
usually have various Christmas treats
from di[erent sponsors and benefactors
who in their own dilerent ways wish to
express the Christmas spirit to them. The
‘Seniors'of the Assumption College Batch
2008- 2009 for the [rsk time spent their
Christmas party with 50 from our own
CCCAR kids from Sta. Mesa and Tondo.

Last December 18, 2009, the half day was
spent in the High School Department of
the Assumption College in San Lorenzo
Village, Makati. Sr. Sarah Robas and Sr. Joy
Impelido withsome volunteerswitnessed
the joy beaming on their faces. The four
interactive activities were what made
this encounter unique; namely, learning
Christmas Carol choreography, Christmas
card making, Cookie Decorating and
Newspaper Modeling. Each senior
adopting a child was their party partner
all throughout the activity.

Why Alternative Christmas Party?

Assumption Seniors’ Class Advisers,
Ms. Michelle Villamiel and Ms. Gisella
Galisanao warmly shared how their

students came up with this one of a kind
Christmas experience:

“Assumption has had that as a long-
standing tradition to open our students’
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eyes to an alternative way of celebrating
importantoccasions. Ratherthanspending
an extravagant amount to celebrate with
thosewho canalreadya [afd, we encourage
them to look into a more meaningful way
of celebrating by sharing with those who
are less fortunate. Sort of living concretely
the lesson of Jesus’ Parable of the Wedding
Feast where he encourages us to invite
those who cannot repay us back’”

What the Children could not forget:

“Gumawa kami ng christmas card para sa
aming partner. Dinala nila kami sa kitchen
kung saan doon kami gumawa ng cookies.
Tinuruan din nila kaming sumayaw.
Tuwang- tuwa sila sa grupo namin kasi
ang galing daw naming sumayaw lalo
na si Geralton. Ang pinakamasaya ay
nang magkaroon ng contest na Fashion
Show na sinuotan ang representative ng
bawat grupo ng dyaryo at straw. Bawat
representative ay nag-model sa harapan.
At ang nanalo sa amin ay si Rogerlyn ang
pinakamaliit sa mga contestant. Masaya
naman kami kahit talo kasi nakita naman
naming nasiyahan silang lahat sa amin.
Mababait lahat ng mga ate na nandoon di
nila kami pinabayaan. Pati sa pagkuha ng
pagkain nakaalalay sila. Bago mag uwian
ay ibinigay na ng mga ate ang regalo nila
sa amin Kami ay masayang masaya sa
kanilang mga handog at pagpapakita ng
pagmamahal sa amin’

What they want to say:

THANK YOU VERY MUCH PO MGA
ATE. SANA'Y MARATING NINYO ANG
INYONG MGA PANGARAP.

Article contributions from: Camille Orcasita

and Ren-ren Suarez (CCCAR TONDO), Sr.
SaraRobas, FMA
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AVicuhan Goes toWYD’08 in Australia

MARY ANN LOBAS
First Year College
University of Sta. Isabel

Hil'm Mary Ann!Naiskongibahagisainyo
angakingsarilingkaranasanmulasaWorld
Youth Day 2008 sa Sydney, Australia! Ako
po ay lubos na nagpapasalamat lalung-
lalo na kay Sr. Estrella na sumuporta sa
aking mga pangangailangan. Para po sa
akin, ang World Youth Day sa Sydney ay
napakalaking oportunidad at masayang
karanasan na dumating sa aking buhay.
Natuklasan at naipakita ko na isa ako
sa mga taong may malaking pananalig
upang sabihing “Yes! | am a Catholic. Yes!
| belive in God” At ang pinakamahalaga
sa lahat, “Yes! | want to allow myself to
experience the spirit of pilgrimage.

Catechesis, Eucharistic Celebration
and Youth Festival

Ang Katekesis para sa akin ay isang
napakahalagang oras. Natutunan kong
ibahagi ang aking presensya sa pakikinig
upang maunawaang mabuti kung gaano
nga ba kahalaga at kalakas ang aking
pananalig sa Diyos. Nalaman ko kung
sino nga ba at ano ang aking relasyon
lalung-lalo na sa“Holy Spirit”

Welcome to the Pope

Wow! Talagang lahat ay sabik na sabik
makita ang ating pinakamamahal na
si Pope Benedict XVI. Lahat ng tao sa
buong mundo ay nagtipun-tipon upang
salubungin ang pagdating ng ating
mahal na Papa Ito ay pinaka signil[cant
experience ko sa World Youth Day.
Noong una, hindi ko siya matanaw
kasi napakalayo niya sa amin at ang
daming tao doon. Niyaya ko ang mga
kasamahan kong sumingit pero ayaw
nila kaya wala akong magawa kundi ang
sumunod. Nang sinamahan ko ang isa
sa kanila sa restroom, di ko akalaing ang
dinaanan namin ay isinara at nalaman

naming dito raw dadan si Pope. Wow!
May pag-asa akong makita ko siya. Di
nagtagal at dumaan na nga siya. Feeling
ko siya si Hesus na pinagkakaguluhan
ng maraming tao, pinananabikang
mahawakan at makita. Dama ko ang
presensya ni Hesus sa kanya kaya labis
ang aking kasiyahan ng mga oras na
iyon.

Way of the Cross

Habang nasa Station of the Cross kami,
nakikita sa big screen kung ano ang

nangyayari sa ibang istasyon na nililibot
ng mga tao. Grabe ang paghanga ko sa
mga taong gumaganap sapagkat kita ko
ang pagdurusa ni Hesus. Hanga ako sa
kanila dahil nagagawa nila iyon through
prayers and sacri[cés.

Randwick Evening Vigil
Pilgrimage walk for the evening vigil with
the Pope and sleep out under the stars!

Napakalayo ng aming nilakad para sa akin

(Continued on page 34)
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“God shares His divinity with us by sharing His only begotten
Son so that we might become divine. The sharing of God
over [aWws with us so that whatever we have, we share with
others’, says Sr. Marivic P. Sta. Ana, FMA, the Executive Director
of the Laura Vicufia Foundation, Inc.

Indeed, the essence of LVFI's Parti-han emanates from the
Supreme Being’s in [nite love for humankind. This theological
perspective makes the Parti-han more than just an annual
Christmas gathering but a tradition of giving hope, joy and
love to the less fortunate, abused and exploited children.

Literally speaking, Parti-han means partaking of His divine
providence and blessings from various benefactors of the
Foundation for the bene[fbf more than a thousand urban
poor and street children who are being gathered for this




momentous event. It is a day when children feel the true
meaning of Christmas because of the abundance of love
and care from people who have the compassionate heart to
understand their di Ccult situations.

On its 18th year, the LVF Parti-han gathered children, LVF
Board of Directors, benefactors, Salesian Sisters and friends at
the Museum of the Filipino People of the National Museum to
relish a day of sharing God’s gifts and a glimpse of our cultural
heritage, an extraordinary experience for most of the children
who have nevergonefora [eld tripatthe Museum. The children
thanked in a very special way the benefactors especially the
administrators of the Museum who made their entrance for
free. The RFM Group of Companies headed by its President,
Mr. Joey Concepcion and his wife Marissa are equally faithful in
providing the hotdog sandwiches and juices for the children's

special event

snacks and canned goods for their gift bags. Ms. Joey Sison of
Constellation Travels and Mr. & Mrs. Anthony and Carol Thor
even made the event unforgettable with the t-shirts, caps
and banners they provided with imprints of “At LVF, We
give Hope a Home! For the countless friends of Laura Vicufia
Foundation, Inc. who also gave their overwhelming support
to whom the children owe their happiness, the Foundation is
sincerely grateful for being part of this legacy.

The Foundation will keep its commitment it has started 18
years ago. The LVF Parti-han will continue to be a venue
of God's amazing grace through the hands of His chosen
instruments that continuously bring the children close to His
midst. It will continue to en [esh God’s greatest gift to us—no
other than the birth of our Lord and our Savior Jesus Christ.
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Ticket to the US

“Education Can Change Your Way Of Life”

by Ms. Abegail Abong
CCCAR, Sta.Mesa leader
3dyr. BSA student

MLQ University, Mla.

| didn't think that | can achieve such
things. | am one of those who are full
of hope and dreams in life like [nishing
my studies and become a successful
CPA Lawyer in the future. | came from a
poor but contented and hopeful family. |
believe that education is the key that can
change one'slife, that'swhy | persevere so
much to reach my goals in life, willing to
do everything just to reach my dreams.

Presently, in my junior year in college, |
have just been given an opportunity
to study an English course in the US
even for a little period of time. It is like
a competition and those who will
qualify and pass will be selected by
the Philippine-American Educational

Foundation (PAEF) or the FULBRIGHT
Commission in the Philippines. We took
an exam and our application was sent to
Washington, DC. Fortunately, | have been
selected as one of the grantees.

This program will help me to enrich my
English abilities and to experience other
cultures not only American but also other
East Asian cultures as well. This will give
me the opportunity to meet people from
di Lerent countries. Even though it would
be di Ccult to be away from my family,
| have to understand that this program
will help me reach my goals and dreams
in life.

I'm very thankful to all the Salesian Sisters
and the FMA Philippine Province who
trust, support me in everything and pray
for me. | can't have all of these without
their help. And most of all, | thank our
good Lord as | always feel His presence. |

Abegail actively serves the CCCAR Sta. Mesa as one of
the Bosconians” Leader.

will praise and thank Him forever for this
wonderful experience. Now, | entrust all
of my dreams to our GOD.

AVicufan Goes to.... from page 31

kasi [rst time ko at habang naglalakad
gusto kong magreklamo pero nagulat
ako sa sarili ko nang nakarating ako sa
aming pupuntahan ng walang reklamo.
Nais talaga ng Espiritu Santo na ipaalam
na masuwerte ako dahil marami sa mga
kasamahan ko ang nagsasbi na mas
mahirap ang dinanas nila sa Germany
kumpara dito sa Australia. Thanks be to
God nakasurvive ako sa lamig.

Mass with the Pope

WYD Mass na sinundan ng lunch
and concert. Ito ang pinakamalaking
pagtitipon sa iisang lugar na aking nakita
at ikinamangha!

Ayon kay Pope, ang pinakakailangan

ng simbahan ay tayo, all young
people, kailangan niyang lumago sa
kapangyarihan ng Espiritu na nagbibigay
kasiyahan sa ating mga kabataan and
inspire us to serve the Lord with gladness.
Open our hearts to that power. In-address
niya itong panawagan sa tamang paraan
para sa ating lahat na tinatawag ng
Diyos sa banal na pamumuhay. Huwag
tayong matakot na sumagot ng “YES" to
Jesus! Para mahanap natin ang tunay na
ligaya sa kanyang kagustuhan, ibahagi
natin ang ating sarili sa pagpapatuloy
ng ating kabanalan at gamitin ang ating
kakayanan para sa pagseserbisyo sa iba.

The second insight concerns love, ang
pag-iisip 0 ang paggawa natin na kulang
naman ang pagmamahal, hindi ito
matatawag na“unity as abiding love” Ang
pag-ibig ay may particular trait...to abide
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by its nature, love is enduring. Alam natin
kung paano ang Espiritu Santo mag-o [erl
sa mundo, pag-ibig na matatag, pag-ibig
na nagpapaalis sa atin ng takot, pag-ibig
na umaakay sa atin tungo sa kapayapaan,
ang tunay na pag-ibig na nagpapalapit
sa atin tungo sa pagkakaisa.

The third insight, “the Holy Spirit as
a gift, ang Banal na Espiritu ay ang
walang hanggang pagbibigay ni Hesus
sa kaniyang sarili. Nakita natin na ito
ang Holy Spirit who brings about the
wonderful communion of believers in
Jesus Christ. True to his nature as giver
and gift alike, He is even now working
through us.

Let the unifying love be our measure,
abiding love our challenge; self-giving
love our mission!



the vicunan’s journal

Truth camp in Mindoro

by: Ms. Rizza Luzares
Laura Vicufia Center, Cubao

SA AMING MGA VICUNIANS
ORAS NA PARA MANINDIGAN SA
KATOTOHANAN!

April 24-29: Truth Camp sa Bulabod,
Puerto Galera, Mindoro.Sa loob ng
limang araw na pamamalagi namin
doon marami kaming natutunan tungkol
sa katotohanan.Talagang amin itong
napahalagahan,marami ang naitanim
sa aming mga isipan at napalawak ng
husto ang aming pananaw tungkol sa
katotohanan. Ito ang magtatanglaw
sa atin upang tayo ay maging isang
mabuting Kristiyano at mamamayan.
Naging malaking hamon para sa amin
kung paano namin ito isasabuhay.
Madaling sabihin na magsasabi ako ng
totoo ngunit ito ay napakahirap gawin
lalo na kung ang iyong pangalan ay
mababahiran ng kahihiyan.Ngunit di
parin bulag ang Diyos sapagkat mayroon
pa ring mga tao na handang tanggapin
ang lahat ng kahirapan kapalit ng pagsabi
ng katotohanan.

Ang kagandahan ng kalikasan ay
amin ding napahalagahan dahil sulit
ang araw sa paliligo sa dagat at batis.
Aming napagnilayan at napatunayan
ang kagandahan ng mga nilikha ng
POONG MAYKAPAL Simula sa pag-gising
hanggang sa pag-tulog dama mo ang
kagandahan na taglay ng kalikasan.
Ngunit ang lahat ng mga kagandahang
ito ay dagling mapaparam kung tayong
mga tao ay umaabuso at nagiging
sakim.Subalit talagang napakabuti ng
DIYOS sapagkat kasing lawak ng dagat
ang pagmamahal niya sa atin dahil
hindi niya hinayaan na mamayani ang
kasinungalingan.Ngunit nasa atin pa rin
ang pagpili kung paano natin itataguyod
ang katotohanan o magpapadala tayo
sa agos ng kasinungalingan kung saan
nagdadala sa atin ng mga balakid upang
tayo ay di magka-isa upang ipaglaban
ang katotohanan.Tunay nga na ang
katotohanan ay isang pag-lalakbay.
KAYA PARA SA AMING MGA VICUNIANS
ORAS NA PARA MANINDIGAN SA
KATOTOHANAN!
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AVolunteer’s Re

Ms. Kathleen Bertotti
(Vides Italy)

First of all, I'd love to say how thankful |
am of having had the chance to take
part to the wonderful experience of
the Summer Camp in Mindoro. In fact, |
was only few weeks in LVC in April, and
| think | was really blessed to have this
opportunity.

| knew | was joining the camp only at
the last minute, and | was so excited
preparing my things that | was not even
able to sleep, as | left DBS at 2 am! So
that | kept falling asleep all the way to
Batangas! On the ferry we were all very
excited and we were all looking at the sea
hoping to see dolphins. Unfortunately
we didn't, but we had a nice picture
taking on the deck, so that all of the girls
are now proud to have nice pictures with
the blue sea as background! Even though
we were all tired because of the early
departure, as we reached Bulabod, we
were so full of energy that after having
[xéd our things, we started enjoying the
breathtaking scenery and playing on the
pristine beach. It was amazing for all of us
to be there, swimming sometimes in the
limpid sea and sometimes in the fresh
waters of the river. | even involved the
girls in my “personal passion’, which is to
look for a special kind of shells, that here
in the Philippines are called Buwan and
that are not so easy to [nd. Everywhere |
go | look for them, it has been a tradition
for me and my family. When the people |
know are going abroad, anywhere by the

edtion

seq, are requested to bring back at least
one buwan as a remembrance! | don't
ask anything else!

So, with the help of the girls | was able to
collect so many that | still don't believe
it!

When Sr. Estrella arrived, we started our
sessions about the proposed theme,
which was “the Truth” We were divided
into groups and we had sessions in the
morning and in the afternoon. | was in
the group together with Sr. Rose, Angel,
Rizza, Erika, Michelle and Jovelyn, we
had a reledtion about the meaning
of the word “truth” itself, trying to give
our personal de[nition and meaning,
and discussing about it to [ndél out our
group’s perspective. All of us realized
how di Ccult it is sometimes to give a
de [nition to such a deep concept, and
our sharing really helped us to [nd all
the dilerent shades of such a colorful
word. After de [ning the concept, we had
a re [e¢tion about the meaning of telling
the truth, coming up with the fact that
most of the times, it is an act of courage.
We all shared a situation or moment in
our life in which we had to tell the truth,
talking about the e[edts on us and on
other people. During the session, we
also talked about the current event in
politics, focusing on Jun Lozada and his
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revelations. Our group agreed on the
fact that he represents well the courage
needed to come out with his truth. Even
though he knew he was putting himself
and his family into danger, he still took
the risk to tell what he knew.

When we had to represent the truth
on a poster, we decided to choose the
metaphor of a journey, thinking this one
was the best way to describe the process
of telling the truth. We drew a boat sailing
in the sea, which has to overcome many
di Cculties, like high waves and storms,
before reaching its destination. All of
us received a T-shirt with the writing
“Pilipino Ako, Nagsasabi ng Totoo” and
thisis going to be the best remembrance
of this nice sharing when I'll go back to
Italy!

Besides this reledtion, | really enjoyed
the time spent in Bulabod, eating
delicious food, visiting gorgeous places
as the Tamarraw falls, playing, swimming
or just talking while sitting on the beach.
Praying the rosary on the seashore was
one of the experiences I'll never forget
because it was really inspiring for me.
Unfortunately the time to leave came too
quickly, but | came home with my heart
enriched and full of memories that time
could never erase.
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Thank you TUGON!

“Ay ako, gusto ko si Kuya Mervin....
Ako si Ate Nikki.... mas mabait si
Kuya Pao.... basta ako kay Ate Venisse

Saturday morning....usual meeting of
TUGON and our girls here at Laura Vicufia
Center........ starts the encounter with a
very personal prayer of openness and
guidance for the day'’s activity, unending
laughter and shouts with the games and
chikahan, group activity, tutorials, wall
climbing, ice skating, Blue Christmas,
closes the day with a prayer of praise and
thanksgiving.

TUGON's TIME and PRESENCE are most
valuable than anything else, than any
activity ever conducted, asthe girlswould
love to tell and retell their experiences of
having been recognized, encouraged,
heard, accepted and loved. The MOMENT
is the most precious memory each girl
would cherish. | believe every TUGON
member has not the know-how alone
but the HEART and the SPIRIT of a person
that truly loves.

TUGON....you have lived LOVE as
your vocation.t is the energy that
makes life come alive. You have given
meaning to your existence, opening it to
understanding and self-giving.

These years of your youth are precious
time to learn to love after the example of
the love of God, manifested in Jesus. In
TUGON you are able to respond to the
vocation to which you have been called.

As the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI
tells . “I know that you as young people
have great aspirations that you want to
pledge yourselves to build a better world.
Let others see this, let the world see it, since
this is exactly the witness that the world
expects from the disciples of Jesus Christ; in
this way, and through your love above all,
the world will be able to discover the star
that we follow as believers”

Thank you TUGON for you have learned
to love, open your hearts and your life
to serve your neighbour with gestures,
actions, attitudes in specilcltasks. In
other words, you have learned to love by
placing yourselves at the service of the
poorest. SERVICE which is COMMITMENT
and not just sporadic actions, POSITIVE
RELATIONSHIPS and not only gratifying
episodes.

Thank you TUGON for heeding to the call
for a generous mentality, a capacity to
go out of oneself to transform unjust and
inhuman situations and structures.

Thank you TUGON for your strong
commitment, selleds dedication and
unbeatable zest and passion as you give
your all and best among our children
here in Laura Vicufia Center. As Salesian
Sisters, we dedicate ourselves for the
salvation of young people through the
steps of St. John Bosco, our great founder
who is a teacher, father and friend of the
young. What transpires everytime you
encounter the girls is what St. John Bosco
dreams of the young people — YOUTH
SERVING YOUTH!

If you are generous as young people
today, tomorrow you will form families
inspired by Christian values, open to
the needs of the neighbour; or, you
will learn to spend your whole life for
others, consecrating yourselves to God.
You will know how to insert yourselves
into the healthy and wholesome life-
[aw of your community, in unceasing
involvement on behalf of the poorest.
Your participation ought to be creative,
o [ering all the inner resources you have
received from the great institution, the
ATENEO, the MAN and WOMAN you are
for OTHERS.

Thank you Ate! Thank you Kuya! Ang saya-
saya ko po Ate! Kuya,balik kayo ha!

At Laura Vicufia Center, we give HOPE a
HOME... Thank you TUGON for sharing
with us HOPE to our girls.....
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From LVTC’s

_0g

KATHERINE MENDIOLA
Industrial Electronics Technology
2" Year Batch 2006-2008

“Nasaan man...tunay ang tagumpay”
Hindi ko Ilubos maisip kung paano
nagsimula ang tagumpay na aking
narating at mararating pa. Akoy isang
iskolar ng “The Journey of Hope" Sa
pamamagitan ni Fr. Carroll ay nakiusap
ang aking ina namabigyan ako ng chance
upang maipagpatuloy ko ang aking pag-
aaral. Labis akong nagpapasalamat sa
Panginoong Diyos na Siyang dahilan
upang makilala ko at makasalamuha ang
mga taong lubos na nagbigay sa akin ng
kaalaman at nag-udyok na ipagpatuloy
ang aking mga pangarap.

Ang pag-aaral ko sa Laura Vicufa
Technology Center ay isang malaking
tagumpay. Simulasa pagiging estudyante,
nagkaroon ako ng kaalaman hanggang
maging isang trainee sa “SMK Electronics
Corporation” na tumutulong mahubog
ang kaalaman ng mga estudyante. Alam
ko bawat isa sa amin ay lubos na natuto
sa pamamalakad ng aming buhay. | can
say, ‘I am responsible enough to go
on with my life” Kaya't ako'y lubos na
nagpapasalamat samgataong tumulong
sa akin na mahubog ang aking pagkatao.

Salamat Fr. Carroll, Sisters, Teachers,
salamat sa pamilya ko, sa trainees, SMK
Company, at higit sa lahat, salamat sa
Diyos.

Saan man ako makarating, tunay
ang tagumpay na aking nakamit at
makakamit pa dahil sa mga taong lubos
na nagbibigay sa akin ng kaalaman na
hindi mapapawi kailanman.

APRIL BONGHANOY
LVTC 2006-2008

Saisang lugar sa Payatas ako ipinanganak.
Siguro sa pangalan pa lang na Payatas
ay halata nang mahirap pero hindi ko
ito ikinakahiya o ikinakaila. Bagkus, ito
ang aking naging pananggalang para
harapin ang mga hamon sa aking
buhay. Marami akong pangarap para sa
mga mahal ko sa buhay at ganun din
naman ang mga magulang ko. Kaya
nga nagtiyaga ang Mama ko na maging
kasambahay para maibigay sa amin ang
aming mga pangangailangan. Nang
makapagtapos ang Ate ko ng High
School ay sobrang natuwa ang mga
magulang ko. Pinagsumikapan nilang
pag-aralin ang Ate ko sa kolehiyo. Dugo
at pawis ang kanilang naging puhunan
para suportahan siya sa pag-aaral sa
kolehiyo. Pero hindi nagtagal, nagloko
at nabuntis ang Ate ko, kaya naman
lumung-lumo ang mga magulang ko
lalo na ang Mama ko dahil yung inaakala
nilang makakapagtapos sa kolehiyo at
tutulong sa kanilang pag-aralin kaming
natitra ay naglahong parang bula.
Nasaktan ako dahil alam kong sobrang
nalungkot ang mga magulang ko at iyon
ang naging dahilan ng pag-aaway nila ng
humigit kumalang sa dalawang taon na
ngayon. Kailan ito tatagal? ‘Yun and di ko
alam. Mahirap para sa akin ang ganoong
sitwasyon. Kaya simula noon, ipinangako
ko sa sarili ko na magsusumikap at
magtitiyaga akong mag-aral ng hindi
umaasa at hindi magiging pabigat sa
mga magulang ko.

Sa tulong ng Nazareno Church, nabuksan
ang aking hangarin na abutin ang aking
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mga pangarap. Si Fr. Caroll, ang aming
sponsor , ay tumutulong sa katulad
kong mahihirap. Kung hindi dahil sa
kanya, hindi ako makakapagpatuloy ng
pag-aaral. Ang kaniyang turo na “dream,
believe and persevere” ay humimok sa
katulad kong kabataan na nangangarap
na guminhawa ang buhay. Pero kung
patuloy lang akong mangangarap ay
walang mangyayari sa akin. Kaya naman,
ang Laura Vicufia Technology Center ang
naging daan para maisakatuparan at
maisagawa ko ang aking mga pangarap.
Ang mga taong tumutulong para
hubugin at gawin kaming mga tapat at
mabubuting mamamayan ng bansa. Sa
pamamagitan din ng LVTC, natuto kami
kung papaano mapalapit sa Diyos. Sila
Sr. Lilimae, Sr. Sue, Sr. Carmen, Sr. Ana, Sr.
Sarah at sa iba pang Sisters, maraming
salamat po sa mga inspiring good day
talks na pambungad sa amin tuwing
umaga. At ang mga teacher namin na
sila Sir Andres, Ms. Con, Ms. Deyra at Ms.
Grace na nagbahagi ng kanilang sarili,
talento at kaalaman. Sa suporta ng aking
mga kaibigan, maraming maraming
salamat. Ang lahat ng ito ay dahil sa
inyo. Lalung-lalo na sa nag-iisang Ama
at kaibigan na umpisa pa lamang ay
karamay ko na sa hirap at ginhawa, ang
aking takbuhan sa gitna ng kaguluhan,
ang dahilan kung bakit ako nabubuhay
at patuloy na mabubuhay , walang iba
kundi ang “Diyos"

Ako ay hinubog ng panahon at tadhana
na nagpatibay sa akin sa kabila ng aking
edad Ako ay tumayong panganay na
Ate at Ina sa dalawa kong nakakabatang
kapatid. Pero hindi dito nagtatapos
ang lahat ng aking paghihirap, ang
tagumpay na aking tinatamasa at ang
pagtapak ko sa daang makipot at walang
hanggan. Bagkus, ito ang umpisa at ang
pagpapatuloy ng aking nasimulang
mithiin o pangarap.
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Christmas Parties

Puno & Puno Law O Lcel UNILAB Liturgical Group

Brajke & Anette Jakobsen Gonzales Family Liza So and Family
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Christmas Parties

Philippine Transmarine Carriers (PTC)

Kraft Asia Ventures Synergy, Capt. Magcale

Manila Ocean Park Adventure with John & Lucille Mower
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Star City Treat of Fr. Clod and Friends

Dusit Thani

Diamond Hotel

LEGO (c/o UNICEF)

Mr. Kazuma Mishii

Lion’s Club of Quezon City
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Sharing of LVF Child Partners

Azalia Betina Padilla
LVF Community Center for Children At-Risk
Sta. Mesa, Manila

We can say that the life of a person is
unpredictable. Sometimes we experience
happiness, sadness, success and failure. But
everything will vary to the human ability.
We are the ones who make our direction
to the bright future, with the help of our
Lord. If you have a positive mind plus faith
in God, then it will result to a successful life.
I am proud to share my most unforgettable
achievements in life, where | can say that
| am blessed. | hope that you will pick up
some lessons that you can apply in you
own lives.

| started my primary years at Padre Burgos
Elementary School and spent the rest of my
elementary years there. This school o [erked
good quality of education which | was able
to adopt. From Grade One to Grade Six, |
received many awards. | also participated
in school organizations. | was so happy
because | was so blessed to be active in
school. | put myself always on a positive
side, never thinking that | will not make it.
| always cheer up and say, “l can do it and
yes, | really did! | was able to stand up with
honors because | believed in myself. It was
a very promising moment when | received
the title of salutatorian when | graduated in
elementary.

| know it is not yet the end of studying. |
may face the hardest trials in life, but | will
be strong to face it. Now that | am in the
secondary level at V. Mapa High School,
| will struggle to [ght the challenges in
studying.

With all my experiences, | learned a lot of
lessons in life. First, never feel down when
you think you cannot handle a problem
but stop for a while and pray for God's
guidance. Make yourself strong to face
the second chapter of your life. There is no
impossible in this world. “If you want it, you
can go for it’, just do it with God and with
proper behavior.

Iwould like to thank God Almighty for all the
blessings that He has given me. Secondly,
many thanks to the people around me,
especially my loving family who is always
there to support me; to the Sisters of Laura
Vicufia Foundation who give their undying
support to children like me. They make
things possible just to let us continue our
studies. Without these important people, |
will not be in this position where | am right
now. They are good instruments of God.

And to all my fellow youth, all | can say is,
always think positive and cheer up!

AZALIA'S ACHIEVEMENTS

- Filipino Quizbee — 2" place
Science Quiz Bee (Interschool, TV
Channel 44) — 5th place
Sabayang  Pagbigkas
Manila) — 2" place
Singing Contest — 3" Place
Pagsulat ng LAthalain — 2" Place
Hekasi Quizbee — 2" place
Nutrition Month (Sing and dance
contest) 1% place
Leader of the Year

(Interschool,

“Stepping Stone”
Angelita S. Sudario

Laura Vicufia Technology Center
Sta. Mesa, Manila
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Life isn't that easy, especially if you're living
in poverty. 'm an only child but it doesn't
make sense for me. That's why as | grow
up, | realize that education is my only hope
to change my family’s living condition. So
when | started studying at the Laura Vicufia
Technology Center in Sta. Mesa, Manila
managed by the Salesian Sisters of Don
Bosco, | promised that | will do my best in
all aspects. And the days at LVTC changed
and formed my vision in God's grace. Period
of studying where as if a butter [y khat just
passed right before my eyes.

And so before our class in April 2007
ends, I'm already excited about having my
on-the-job training (OJT) after a year of
studying Industrial Electronics . Actually, |
was expecting that a certain company in
Laguna will be our [rst job placebut SMK
Electronics Phils. in Pampanga was the [rsk
company to called up, so we tried our luck
together with my classmates.

At our [rst visit to our soon to be home, |
really felt like we were intruding a whole
new world, new place, new friends,
new challenges, and most of all, new
adjustments to make.

On the fourth week of May, | was already
employed at the said company. | felt
unfortunate not because of the job itself
but because of my mother who isn't there
during times when | needed support. | was
also su [ering from emotional shock at that
time because of my father’s tragic death.

“FAMILY WILL BE THE FOUNDATION
OF ALL”

The [Ist month wasn't that easy for me. But
the place together with my friends helped
me heal the wound in my heart and soul. |
must admit that staying in the community
with the Salesian Sisters of Mary our Help in
Pampanga help me rebuilt my life for | have
been enlightened that there will always be
a new beginning and God won't leave you.

The second thing to do is to make good
and be the best at work. | can still remember
the passage which in[ugnced me to do



my best at work, “those who do not work
doesn't have the right to eat” After months
of hard work and dedication, | have been
nominated for “Best Operator” in our
company, with more or less 12 persons to
compete with,and most of them are regular
employees. Then Christmas came in. It was
my [rst Christmas away from my family,
and | consider it as a threshold towards a
new journey. Having been busy in work
and my parish involvements, | realized that
the days of youthful and playful acts were
starting to be left behind and more mature
responsibilities await.

I thank God for letting me experience every
single pain, sorrow, joy, success that helped
me become a stronger person. | know this
isn't just the end of my exploration to the
world but a stepping stone to my dreams.

“Work isn't just for [nancial stability but
gaining knowledge and skills as well”

Jessa Mae Hermogenes

LVF Community Resource Development &
Technology Center

Victoria City, Negros Occidental

Greetings in the name of the Lord!

| am Jessa Mae Hermogenes, one of the
assisted child of Laura Vicufia Foundation,
Inc. in Victorias City Negros Occidental,
Philippines.

I would like to express my warmest thanks
for the educational assistance given to me.
My parents can't a [and to send us in school
for the reason that they don't have a stable
job. Their earning is only for our food. | was
very happy when | heard that the people
from Laura Vicufia especially Sr. Vic was

achievers’ nook

extending help to indigents like us. | am
very thankful that you are kind-hearted
persons. | am an honor student in our
section. | will study hard so that you will be
proud of me.

Thank you very much for the support. God
is counting on you.

Femmie Perez
Youth Career Development Program
Batch 2007-2008

| have already heard about Youth Career
Development Program from fellow alumni
of the Laura Vicufia Women Development
and Technology Center in Negros before |
was selected for the 5-month training on
Hotel and Restaurant Services.

| used to work in Caloocan as a personal
cook when Sr. Ching Oliveros, one of the
Salesian Sisters asked me if 'm willing to
train for YCDP | grabbed the opportunity
without hesitation for | know that this
would be my stepping stone to achieve
my goal.

I was very happy and energetic that day but
the only thing missing was the permission
of my employer. She would not allow me to
leave her because of my good performance
unless | will pay a certain amount which
| have borrowed from her. | didn't know
what to do that time because | didn't have
money in my pocket. | could not even
borrow money from my Tita because her
place is far from where | was staying. But
God is good. A friend o [ered to help me. |
was really shy because never in my life did
| ever borrowed big amount of money. But
I had no choice.

After that interview in September 2007,
| was surprised to know that | passed the
interview. | was very thankful to Ms. Aubrey
Ada for giving me the chance.

At [Tst | was so scared with all the people
inside the hotel because | was only a
vocational graduate while they were
college graduates. | also missed my family
so much especially when | was alone. “BE
CHEERFUL! BE HAPPY!" That's the word of
St. Mary Domenica Mazzarello that made
me strong and determined.

A month away from our graduation, severe
cough struck me and | was advised to rest
but | didn't follow the doctor’s instruction.
Every single day in the hotel was very
important to me because of the new things
| learn everyday. But one day, | almost
cried because of the embarrassment | felt
while coughing so hard in front of the
F&B Manager, Mr. Victor Lacap, Capt. Paris
and other hotel sta [But they all gave me
comfort with their words, “Fem, kaya mo
yan At this moment, | felt the presence
of my family through Pan Pacilclthat has
become a part of my life and LVF as my
second family. | always thank the Lord for
all the advice and support they have given
me.

February 22 was our graduation day. This
was my [rst time to receive a “perfect
attendance award” The General Manager
and Captain of Paci[clLounge came to
hug me and whispered, “Fem, we will miss
you. Good luck to your next journey, we're
proud of you!”

Finding a job was the greatest challenge of
my journey. | almost lost hope for always
falling short with height requirements. Not
until | heard about the job vacancy at the
F&B Department of the PacilcILounge. |
was immediately hired. But my journey
didn't stop there. A returning guest of
Pan PacilClHotel was recruiting OFW as
Team Members of Kentucky Fried Chicken
(KFC) Dubai. Together with another YCDP
graduate Norberth Saludo, | was referred
by Pan Paci[clHotel to Mr. Ahmad, the
employer. We were able to pass the
interview and signed a 3-year contract
afterwards. Now, | am starting a new
chapter of my life in Dubai.
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emerging children’s concerns, networking, child tra [ckihg

SACSEC battle against
child sexual abuse

Through Executive Order No. 310
signed by President Joseph Estrada in
2000, which called for the adoption
and implementation of CHILD 21 and
its accompanying medium term plan
and framework, the Council for the
Welfare of Children’s Sub-committee on
Sexual Abuse and Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of Children (SACSEC) which
was then called us the Sub-Task Force
against Commercial Sexual Exploitation
of Children (STF-CSEC) , since then,
has been the forefront of an ardent
battle against child sexual abuse and
exploitation in the Philippines.

A signi [cant contribution of SACSEC was
the completion of the [vé-year (2000-
2004) Framework of Action against
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of
Children (FA-CSEC) which imprinted and
materialized the Philippine commitment
to the 1996 World Congress against
Commercial Sexual Exploitation of
Children. NGO participation was also
enforced because of the task-force’s
multi-sectoral collaboration in order

to implement, monitor progress, and
evaluate the framework of action. Since
2000, Laura Vicufia Foundation has been
an active member of the Sub-committee
on SACSEC and participates in policy-
making activities including the proposed
Anti-child pornography bill.

National Awareness Week for the
Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse and
Exploitation

One of SACSEC's mandates is to
spearhead the celebration of the National
Awareness Week for the Prevention of
Child Sexual Abuse and Exploitation
done every second week of February by
virtue of Proclamation No. 731. On its
12" year, the celebration was launched in
Navotas City through the full support and
cooperation of Mayor Toby Tiangco and
the Navotas City Council. The weeklong
activity was commenced on February 7
and culminated on February 13, 2008.

Laura Vicuiia Foundation took part in the
celebration through its representative

Moving Forward with ESG
towards a Child Labor-Free Philippines

World Day Against Child
Labor (WDACL)

On June 13, 2008, the celebration of the
World Day Against Child Labor (WDACL)
was held at Malolos, Bulacan with the
Education Subgroup (ESG) members
headed by the Federation of Free
Workers (FFW) in coordination with the
Department of Labor and Employment

(DOLE) — Bureau of Women and Young
Workers (BWYW) as the lead organizers
of the event in full support to the 2008
WDACL theme, “Education is the right
response to child labor”

The celebration was graced by no other
than the Governor of Bulacan, Hon.
Joselito Andrew “Jonjon” Mendoza and
local o Lcials of the province. Known
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to CWC-SACSEC, Ms. Josielyn Hugo,
who co-facilitated the [Imh showing
and processing of Good Boy and
Biboy, animated advocacy materials for
the prevention of child sexual abuse,
participated by children of Navotas City.

UN-CRC Consultation Workshop

Ms. Joy Hugo and a child representative,
Ms. Mary Ann Lobas represented the
Laura Vicufia Foundation in the National
Capital Region / Luzon consultation
workshop on the implementation of the
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
held on April 2-4, 2008 at the Bukal ng
Tipan, Mary Hill Retreat House in Taytay,
Rizal. This activity is part of the Philippine
e [ort of drafting its report to the UN-CRC
Committee. In the workshop groups,
LVF was involved in the discussion of
CSEC issues. Gaps, concerns and future
plans were also tackled as part of the
comprehensive report to the UN- CRC
Committee.

as the pyrotechnics hub in the north,
the participation of the province sheds
light to the problem of child labor in
the province as this alaif became part
of an advocacy campaign to owners of
pyrotechnic companies in Bulacan to
prevent them from hiring children in their
factories. The momentous event was
also graced by Country Representative
of the International Labour Organization

(continued on page 45)
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A Decade of Empowering
Partnership with UNICEF

UNICEF has been a constant partner of
the Foundation since 1997. For almost
a decade of continued partnership
based on shared vision, e [edtive project
implementation and sound [na&ncial
management, UNICEF continues to
pledge support to the programs and
services of the Foundation in putting a
protective environment for children in
place through preventive and protective
approaches against child sexual abuse,
commercial sexual exploitation, child
labor and child tra [Cckihg.

Milestones of UNICEF Assistance

Seeing the Laura Vicufia
Technology Center (LVTC) in
Sta. Mesa as a viable link to
employment opportunities and
productivity of street children
and urban poor youth, UNICEF
granted LVF with cash assistance
in 1997 to cover tuition fees of

91 trainees taking up Computer
Secretarial, Food Trade and
Garments.

In 2000, LVFI's 3 year work and
[n&ncial plan was approved
under the Fifth Country
Programme for Children (CPC
V). Training equipments were
purchased in the form of
desktop computers, sewing
machines and complete set of
gadgets in order to start up a
course on Electronics. About
588 graduates of LVTC-Sta. Mesa
took bene [T bf these facilities.

From 2002 to 2004, about 385
elementary and high school
children from the residential
home in Cubao and those from
the Community Centers in
Tondo and Sta. Mesa along with
the trainees of LVTC also availed
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(ILO), UNICEF representative, World
Vision Executive Director and member
representatives of the ESG.

Laura Vicuna Foundation sponsored 100
t-shirts for the children who participated
in the program. Its drum and lyre band
from LVF-Sta. Mesa performed on stage
with the rendition of the popular dance
hit song “Dancing Queen”.

Harmonization Workshop for the
Philippine Program Against Child
Labor (PPACL)

Plan of Action 2008-2010

Ms. Joy Hugo and Sr. Jose [n& Carrasco,
FMA attended the Harmonization
Workshop for PPACL held last May 28

to 29, 2008 at the Bayview Park Hotel,
Manila. . The objective of the workshop
was to improve and [nadlize the
Philippine Program Against Child Labor
for 2008 to 2010. The workshop became
a venue for all the stakeholders to review
the program and identiled the issues,
gaps and concerns. To highlight the
contribution of each organization, the
participants were divided into groups
for the workshop. A representative from
each group was assigned to report at
the plenary. At the end of the session,
there was a recommendation that a
core group should be organized to keep
track of the services and be the one in
charge of updating at the National level.
Since DOLE is the lead agency, they are
responsible in providing the technical
assistance.

of UNICEF grant in the form
of educational and supplies
assistance.

In 2006, the Laura Vicufia
Foundation was chosen by
UNICEF to be its partner once
again in a tripartite agreement
with Pan Paci [cHotel Manila for
the implementation of another
innovative endeavor for the
youth dubbed as the “Youth
Career Development Program
(YCDP). This program provides
a greater impact on the lives
of young people in need for
open and self-employment.
For two consecutive vyears,
the YCDP helped a lot in
uplifting the conditions of
these young people in terms
of improving their personalities
and honing their own skills
in hotel management. They
can now take the challenge of
competitive world in the Food
and Hotel industry.

A more Holistic Approach to SACSEC
and Tra Lckihg

Last November 2008, UNICEF approved
LVFs Proposal entitled “Integrated
Development Program for Sexually
Abused, Exploited, Tra [ckéd Children
and those At-Risk”

This two-year Integrated Development
Program covers services and activities for
both survivors and those at risk of sexual
abuse, commercial sexual exploitation
and child tra Cckihg so that possibility of
revictimization and victimization will be
lessened or totally eliminated.

Through its components such as:
community-based preventive actions
and early interventions; healing and
recovery services; and, after care services,
the project is expected to empower both
its participants and the community at
large in safeguarding the right of children

(continued on page 46)
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emerging children’s concerns, networking, child tra [ckihg

NGO Synergy with NCSD

The National Council of Social
Development is a lead network of social
welfare and development agencies
with 160 active members from the
Non-government Organizations and
People’s Organization as of 2008. Known
as the Council of Welfare Agencies in
the Philippines, Inc. (CWAPI) in the late
1940s and later on as the Council of
Welfare Foundations of the Philippines,
Inc. (CWAFPI) in the early 507, it has later
evolved to become the National Council
of Social Development which is primary
responsible in organizing, capability-
building, and coordinating of activities
of all member agencies facilitated
through the nine (9) clusters all over the
Philippines organized by NCSD.

Laura Vicufia Foundation became a
member of NCSD in 1996 and since then
has undertaken an active participation in
NCSD activities. Sr. Maria Victoria P. Sta.
Ana, FMA, Executive Director of Laura
Vicufa Foundation was elected board
member of NCSD in 2001 and [Isk vice-
president in 2002. Likewise, LVF social

workers are also actively involved in
NCSD cluster activities in Quezon City.

For this year, LVF is privileged to be a part
of the NCSD Workshop on the “Emerging
Trends, Issues and Concerns in the
Implementation of the UN-Convention
on the Rights of the Child (UN-CRC)"held
atWhite Cross, San Juan City last February
15, 2008 and which was attended by Ms.
Emy India, LVF Social Worker. Through
this activity, LVFl was able to input issues,
actions, challenges and suggestion on
the ‘Family Environment and Alternative
Care, Basic Health and Welfare’ which is
part of the Philippine Report to the UN-
CRC Committee.

More so, LVF also took part in a forum
on placement for bigger children in
the inter-country adoption (Summer
and Winter Program) organized by the
National Council of Social Development
last July 17, 2008, was attended by Ms.
Pearl Hugo and Sr. Rose Panganiban,
FMA, social workers assigned at the Laura
Vicufia Center.

A Decade.... frompage45

to be protected from all forms of abuse
and exploitation and be provided with
opportunities to develop their potentials
at optimum level.

Widening Horizons

LVF was able to participate in the UNICEF
Meeting with Anti- child tra [ckihg
partners last September 1, 2008.
Representatives ofthe [talian government
were present and appreciated very
much the initiatives of partner NGOs in
combating child tra Cckihg.

The Laura Vicufia Center in Cubao,
Quezon City was privileged to welcome

the members of the Italian mission
last September 3, 2008 as part of their
evaluation visit to project sites funded by
Italian government. They were: Mr. Marco
Scarpati (Expert on sexual exploitation of
children and youth, President of ECPAT
Italy), Ms. Maura Viezzoli (Expert on
project evaluation) and Mr. Ravi Canetta
(member of the Italian mission).

Meanwhile, Laura Vicufia Foundation
also took part in a research project
conducted by the Social Development
Research Center of De La Salle University
— Manila . The research was entitled “The
Assessment of the Child and Family
Welfare System in the Philippines.
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The Finest
Side of
FINEX

One of the noble undertakings of FINEX
Research and Development Foundation,
Inc. is its continuing commitment of
reaching out to charitable institutions
through its  Social  Involvement
Committee chaired by Mr. Alejandro R.
Yague, Jr.

Last February 22, 2008, FINEX donated
laptop computers for the trainees of
Laura Vicufia Technology Center in Sta.
Mesa. A short turn-over ceremony was
held at the FINEX Headquarters in Makati
City. Members of the Social Involvement
Committee also spenta half-day outreach
and interaction with the Vicufians at
the Laura Vicufia Center in Cubao last
October 18.

FINEX also supports Marillac Hills
Cosmetology  Project and Bahay
Mapagmahal Foundation, a center for
wheelchair-bound children located in
Novaliches, Quezon City.

The Social Involvement Committee
envision itself as a responsive and
determined agent of FINEX social
responsibility  programs  for  the
disadvantage and less fortunate. Their
missions are: a) promote the concept
of people empowerment among the
community residents to address their
problems, needs, and concerns; b) foster
the spirit of self-reliance thru skills training
and capacity building among the out-of-
school youths and unemployed adult;
c) ignite hope, bring a little cheer and
comfort in the life of the handicapped,
the abandoned, the abused children and
elderly; and d) extend a helping hand and
provide relief to the victims of calamities,
disasters, and other forms of unforeseen
devastating events, continues to support
bene [cibries. (www. [néx.org.ph)
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Human Rights and the
Preventive System of Don Bosco

Sr. Maria Victoria P. Sta. Ana, FMA
Executive Director of the Laura Vicufia
Foundation, Inc. participated in the
Salesian Spirituality Days 2008 from
January 17 to 20 held at the Salesianum,
La Pisana, Rome, Italy.

Sr.MariaDelos Angeles Contreras, General
Councilor for the Salesian Family asked
Sr. Maria Victoria to attend the seminar as
well as to take charge of presenting the
exhibit on the work of the Salesian Sisters
on Human Rights.

There were about 400 participants from
25 nations of the 23 o Lcially recognized
Salesian Family groups, 18 groups were
represented. Sr. Ma. Victoria Sta. Ana
was the only Filipino representative. The
theme of the international convention
is the 2008 Strenna: Let us educate with
the heart of Don Bosco, to develop to
their full potential the lives of young
people, especially the poorest and most
disadvantaged, promoting their rights.

A creative presentation entitled “Shout
of the Young People” was rendered to
the assembly on the dilerent forms of
violation of human rights.

Atty. Carola Carazzone, a VIS volunteer,
delivered an input on “Educating to
Human Rights" Testimonies on the
work of the Salesian Family to uphold,
promote and defend human rights were
shared by Dr. Giovanni Maria Flick who
is a past pupil of the Salesians in Genoa
and who is now a Deputy Constitutional
Court O [Lcial; Mrs. Lilina Atanasio who
is a Salesian Cooperator and runs a
Center for Disadvantaged Boys; and Sr.
Lucia Siragusa, FMA who spoke how
the Salesian Sisters with past pupils and
lay collaborators transformed a chaotic
community into a caring community.

Fr. Pascual Chavez Villanueva, Rector Major of the Salesians of Don Bosco and Sr. Maria Victoria Sta. Ana, FMA
(second from right) with the Spanish Sisters Delegates of the Salesians Spirituality Days 2008 in Rome, Italy.
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The Rector Major of the Salesians of Don Bosco, Fr.
Pascual Chavez Villanueva states that “Human rights
are not taught, just as they are not imposed, but
people are educated to them through dialogue,
discussion, and personal re [edtion”

The beauty of the preventive system is its belief
in a person’s worth and dignity which is also the
philosophical base of human rights. It does not
believe in the typical banking system of education
where the teacher supplies all the information to her
students’head. But it dwells on the potentialities of
an individual.

As the Rector Major put it, “the [rsk concern of
the preventive system is that that of preventing
evil through education but at the same time it is
concerned with helping young people to build up
their own personalities, to give new life to values
that previously they had not been able to acquire
and develop precisely because they had been
marginalized, and to discover motives for living a
life that has meaning with joy, responsibility and
competence”

The Challenge

The Rector Major in his letter in 2007 posed the
greatest challenge toall the Salesians,“The Preventive
System and the spirit of Don Bosco are today calling
us to a great elart, individually and collectively,
aimed at changing the situations of poverty and
under-development, to make ourselves promoters
of human development and to educate to a culture
of human rights, and the dignity of human life”

Sr. Marivic FMA with Atty. Carola Carazzone, VIS volunteer and human rights
advocate, at the Salesian Family Days of Spirituality.
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International Congress of Women
Religious Working Against Tra Lckihg

INn Human Persons

Sr. Estrella Castalone, FMA, Sr. Maria Victoria Sta. Ana,
FMA and Sr. Flolyn Catungal, OSA were the Philippine
delegates to the International Congress of Women
Religious in Network Against Tra [ckihg in Human Persons
(THP). It was held in Rome, June 2-6, 2008, co-sponsored
by the UISG (International Union of Superiors General)
and the IOM (International Organization for Migrants).
Forty-seven women from 20 countries participated: Africa:
Lesotho, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa; Asia: Indonesia, the
Philippines, Thailand; Americas: Brazil, Canada, Dominican
Republic, the United States, Europe: Albania, Belgium,
Italia, Holland, Portugal, Romania, Spain; Oceania: Australia,
Kiribati. .

For the past [vé years, the UISG in partnership with IOM and
the National Conferences of Men and Women Religious,
have organized formation/education programs for women
religious about the reality of human tra [ckihg in di[erent
parts of the world. At present, this educational program
has engaged more than 400 women religious and has
contributed as well to the formation of groups, national
and regional networks to increase awareness educate for
prevention, provide assistance and political advocacy in
relation to tra Lckihg in human persons, which today is
one of the most sinful forms of modern day slavery.

The Congress work engaged the participants in an
interactive and participative manner, through conversation
and communal analysis of the experience of national
networks in the arena of prevention, protection and
assistance, awareness-raising and socio-political activity.
The [rst day of the Congress began with a presentation
on the partnerships commitment of UISG and IOM and
a sharing of the responses to a questionnaire which
had been previously sent to the participants identifying
strengths, weaknesses and challenges. The following two
days of the Congress involved sharing of the experiences
of prevention, protection/assistance and political and civil
awareness. On the fourth day, there was a panel re [e¢tion
and debate. The [fth day engaged the participants in
sharing the experiences of the networks in which they

Sr. Estrella Castalone, FMA, Sr. Flolyn Catungal, OSA and Sr. Maria Victoria Sta.
Ana, FMA

are involved in their work against tra [ckihg in human
persons.

On the last day of the Congress, the participants were
invited to rel[ect on the type of network they want and
develop a plan and objectives. They a [rmkd that this is
a “network of networks” with the goal of “strengthening
existing initiatives, maximizing resources which religious

(continued on page 50)
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International .... from page 49
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Continuing
Professional
Education and
Training on SACSEC

Ms.AnnieLagbo,SocialWorkerin-chargeatthe LVFCommunity
Resource Development and Technology Center (CRDTC) in
Negros Occidental attended the “Training of Trainors for the
Prevention and Treatment of Child Sexual Abuse” at NORFIL
Foundation, Quezon City last September 29 -30, 2008. This
training was very helpful to the community where LVF Negros
is located because of the increasing number of disclosures
of sexual abuse. This is brought about by the heightening
awareness of the community on child protection issues. The
community leaders and PES volunteers trained by LVF are
instrumental in the setting up of a preventive alert system in
the community.

Meanwhile, Salesian Sisters who are assigned at the LVF
Residential Home for sexually abused girls are also given
the opportunity to update their skills in handling cases of
sexually abused and exploited girls. As part of the helping
team, their interventions aledt the total outcome of the
helping process, thus continuing professional education and
training are of utmost importance. In connection with this,
Sr. Rose Panganiban, FMA and Sr. Erly Soriano, FMA attended
a Conference organized by the St. Vincent School of Theology
with the theme “Sexual Abuse Against Women: A Theological
Re [edtion at Carmelite Center of Spirituality, Tagaytay City last
October 24-25, 2008.

life o [erk for prevention, protection/assistance, awareness
raising and the denouncing of the tra Lckihg in human
persons for greater socio-political impact, expression of as
prophetic corporate voice”

A [nal declaration was prepared by the Congress
participants re [e¢ting their vision, position and
commitment in relation to Tra [ckihg of the Human
Persons.
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International Union of Superiors General

DECLARATION

of the Religious Women participating in

CONGRESS 2008
“Women Religious in Network Against Tra [ckihg in Persons”

Organized in Rome 2 — 6 June 2008
by the International Union of Superiors General (UISG)
and the International Organization for Migrants (IOM)

We, 47 participant members of 29 Religious Congregations representing the National, Regional and
International networks in more than 30 countries, have come together to share experiences, discuss,
re [edt and pray about our delicate mission of counter tra [ckihg in persons.

We denounce the crime of Tra [ckihg in persons and
proclaim it as a grave o [efse against the dignity of the person and
a serious violation of human rights

As religious women in solidarity with our sisters and brothers who su [eflthe consequences of this evil we will not remain
silent.

We strongly condemn this crime, addressing ourselves [rst of all to the Governments of the countries of origin, transit
and destination in which our sisters and brothers are sold and rendered objects of this modern form of slavery.

We call on governments to be responsible not only to make laws against tra [ckihg and to protect the victims, but also
to implement these laws at all levels and to allocate adequate resources to combat this crime. It is their responsibility to
activate national and international networks capable of e [edtively counteracting this tra [ckihg in persons.

We urge Catholic Episcopal Conferences, National Conferences of Religious and Catholic and non Catholic communities,
to take a stance and commit themselves with renewed energy for the defense of the rights of these sisters and brothers
and to denounce all forms of tra [ckihg.

WE COMMIT OURSELVES
To network with other social, civilian, religious and political organizations.
e To strengthen existing e [arts and initiatives.
e To maximize resources for the prevention, protection, assistance, awareness-raising and condemnation of
tra [ckihg in persons.
e To continue to develop educative programs that awaken the consciousness of people to this phenomenon.

We know that only by working in collaboration and solidarity will we be able to confront the structural causes that
generate tra Cckihg.

This mission obliges us to take a prophetic stance that requires of us continuous conversion and change of mentality.
We renew our commitment to promote the dignity of every person as a response to Christ’s words:

“l have come that they may have life, life in its fullness”
(John 10:10).
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COME: Giving HOPE a HOME

In 2005, the Laura Vicufia Foundation, Inc. was awarded country
winner in the Philippines and third place at the regional
level of the Asia Paci[CINGO Awards organized by Citigroup
Foundation and Resource Alliance. Aside from professional
management and innovation in local resource mobilization,
LVFI was conferred this prestigious recognition because of the
e [edtiveness of the Foundation’s programs in improving the
lives of people it serves.

A concrete example of this is the COME. (Community
Mobilization for Education) Project, which has already
empowered many child laborers, their families and those at-
risk to take the lead in preventing and reducing cases of child
labor.

The LVF-COME Project, since its launch in 2004, has already
created sustainable impact in the lives of the children and
families it serves, henceforth it becomes one of LVF's Best
Practice Model. Testimonies from Winrock International, US-
based funding agency that supported the implementation
of COME Project from 2004 to 2006, and from an outside
evaluator would attest to how the COME Project provides
hope to every child and community members it directly and
indirectly serves.

An evaluation review conducted by Mr. Malcolm Casel Hiponia
from Silliman University in 2007 (a year after Winrock — CIRCLE
Project funding phase-out) validates and reiterates the success
of COME Project in terms of child labor prevention and
elimination through education and community mobilization.

In his [ndiings, Mr. Hiponia stated that:

The Best Practice of the Laura Vicuna Foundation in its work
with child laborers is the organization of the LVF Frontline
Advocates. The Frontline Advocates are composed of three
sectors: the children’s sector, the parents sector, and the
Barangay sector. It is through the LVF Frontline Advocates that
the program continues to sustain itself even after the phasing
out of support from Winrock International. It is by empowering
the home, by empowering the child, the parent volunteers
and the community leaders that they together work towards
achieving the goal of eradicating child labor, child abuse and
child tra Cckihg.

The Laura Vicuna Foundation in Malihao demonstrated, that
with sincere el[afts from all concerned: the implementing
Community Resource Development and Technology Center,
the multi-stakeholders such as the community folk and the
Barangay local  government unit -- child labor can be
drastically reduced and eventually eliminated.
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COMMENDATION

WINROCK International —-CIRCLE Southeast Asia

Ana Maria Dionela
Deputy Regional Manager
Winrock International —CIRCLE Southeast Asia
August 15, 2005

The most innovative aspect of the project is the formation of sustainable mechanisms for parental and children’s
substantive participation in meeting the objectives of the project. At project start, LVF already engaged the
primary stakeholders in the project- target children together with their parents to address the primary objective
of CIRCLE-LVF. These groups were further linked with the community structures such as Parent Teacher
Community Association and the community council for the protection of children to raise awareness about
child rights issues, specilcally child labor and education concerns and broaden community support for the
project. The process in itself laid the foundation for sustainability of current CIRCLE-LVF initiatives in this sugar-
producing area in Negros Occidental.

Through the parents and children’s associations, the project is able to mobilize human and physical resources
to achieve the two main objectives of the project — with much access. Children are not only able to complete
their educational program but are also empowered to progressively pursue actions that would realize all their
basic rights. Children are also able to attract other child laborers to take up an appropriate educational program
to meet their education rights. They are able to gradually work with and in [li&nce other parents to support the
educational requirements of their children.

The parents on the other hand, who continue to work with parents in the community have extended their
support to non-project participants as well in their desire to improve the educational status of child laborers at
risk in the wider community.

The most successful aspect of the project seems to be the creative approaches used in monitoring child laborers’
situation — in school, homes and work places. Each parent and child volunteer have been assigned each child
participants to monitor and follow-up with reference to their education and work situation, helping to ensure
that they are protected from abusive work and that they meet their educational requirements. All possible
sources and methods of non-threatening ways of monitoring child participants’situation are used.

Systematic procedures exist in the collection of quantitative reports from teachers, visits to schools, homes,
workplaces; conduct of counseling and peer interaction, among others.

There are strong indications that the present interventions and gains of the project will remain after Winrock
funding has ended. The project framework for this project shows a strong bias from creating ownership of the
project by the participants themselves and building mechanisms for people’s participation — the parent and
children primarily, to advance the cause of the project. This investment in organizational development and
capacity building of stakeholders is a strong factor in sustaining project bene [isl after project completion. We
are convinced that the integrated approach utilized by LVF is working well and this could contribute strongly in
bringing about project sustainability.
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The youth of the 21st century:
Issues, challenges and
hope for the future

Everyday, when | read the newspapers or when | watch the
news programson television, | can't imagine what | hear and
see about the issues that is happening to all the children like
me.

For almost everyday numbers of children, like me, who are
abused because of poverty and high vulnerabilities are
increasing. Kids are working and doing the job that adults
are supposed to be doing. Abusing their bodies and minds!
Children who are brought to prostitution where their dignity
and character are ruined and blemished by those people who
has no pity and care for their innocence and young life. In the
area of domestic work, mining, in deep sea [shing, in the work
of sugarcane plantation and [réworks factories. Why is this
happening to us? Aren't there laws that protect us children?
Why can't these laws stop those crimes? Instead, they keep
on increasing and there are still children victimized by those
heartless people. Where are the “Ten Basic Rights of the Child”
that was created and signed by the concerned authorities and
organizations gone to? Aren't we children supposed to be in
school studying and playing, not in factories or on the streets?
And sometimes, it's hurtful to think that our own parents or
relatives are the ones who are abusing us. Is there still hope
for us?

According to the saying, Children are the hope of our nation;
would there still be hope if this is what is happening to our
said “HOPE™? | hope you would give attention and importance
to our education and protection; and that abuse and
maltreatment would be stopped!

Empathy, understanding, support and care are what we
need from you so that we would have new faith and hope
in life. Children are gifts from God, they are blessings given to
us to add color to our lives, so we should be saved from the
unwanted circumstances that we are in and prevent others
from being victims as well. My fellow children | wish that you
would also [ght for your rights who ever might be abusing
you, because you have the right to say NO and [ght!

By: Jenny Vib Taguenca

Visayan Forum

First Place Winner, Essay Writing Contest
LVF Children's Month Celebration
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“Kabataan ang pag-asa ng bayan” Dr. Jose Rizal said several
years ago. And years have passed, can we still believe from
this statement that he once said? Dr. Jose Rizal believed
that, we, the youth, holds the future for our country. But
generations passed and changes occurred. Now look at the
youth. They are being abused, others join fraternities and
sororities. Children are under a syndicate, asked to work to
have money and give it to their leaders, some of them are
under the in[ugénce of illegal drugs and alcohol and others
are being abused by their parents. These children don't have
a good life and most probably won't have a better future.
Their rights are not given them.

Every child is born with his right to live, right to have a name,
to have a family to take care of him and most importantly the
right to have a good life and a good education. But these
days, most children sulerl They are even asked to work by
their parents who should be the one doing it. Instead of
playing and studying in schools, these children work for their
families. They do the responsibilities their parents should do
while these kids do everything. They do not even get what
they should receive; their rights.

These situations are mostly experienced by the youth. We
can even watch or hear news and stories about abused
children or people who do child tra [Cckihg. But we also hear
stories of abused children who are very successful now. Their
experienced could have discouraged them, but these even
gave them the strength and inspiration to strive harder, to
have a good life and good future. They took it as a challenge
that makes them stronger and a challenge that will lead
them to the top of their dreams, a challenge that needs to be
overcome. These young people are full of hope. Now, look at
them, they are now successful and even become owners of
their own companies. They are contributing to our economy.
Who could have thought that these youth who were once
abused, will be contributors for our country’s progress?

| still believe that the youth are the future of our country, so
we should not lose hope. Life is full of challenges, you can run
from it, but you can never hide from them. It may be di [cult,
but just face it. Get inspiration from it, form the people who
love you and believe in God and yourself. Challenges are
designed not to break us, but instead bend us towards God.
So, youth of today, together, let us believe in our dreams and
look forward to our future! Together, we will make a change
that will lead to a better Philippines.

By: Jan Vincent C. Arcan

1styr College- PUP, Sta. Mesa, Mlanila

LVF CCCAR, Sta. Mesa

Second Place Winner, Essay Writing Contest
LVF Children's Month Celebration



Bosconians?
Kami‘To

By Katlyn Yap
LVTC Sta. Mesa

“Bosconians’, isang salita na aming dinadala saan man kami
mapunta! Pero, sino nga ba kami?

Kami ang mga kabataang sumasailalim ng pangangalaga ng
“CCCAR’, isang organisasyon na hawak ng Salesian Sisters.
Hindi naman lingid sa inyong kaalaman ang kalagayan
ng mga Kabataan sa ating lipunan. Ilan lamang kami
sa mga kabataang humaharap sa napakaraming isyu at
problema sa panahon ngayon. Ngayon, maraming katulad
naming Kabataan ang hindi nakakapag-aral, may ilan din
na pumapasok sa prostitusyon upang tugunan ang gutom.
Marami ring kabataan ngayon ang lulong sa bisyo at hawak
ng mga sindikato. Ang lahat ng mga ito ay nagyayari sa mga
kabataan ng kasalukuyang panahon at kahirapan ang dahilan
ng lahat ng ito.

Kami bilang Salesyanong kabataan ay nakababatid ng aming
kaibahan. Oo, nakararanas din kaming kahirapan, pero sa halip
na mawalan kami ng pag-asa, lalo pa kaming nagsusumikap
upang maabot namin ang amingmga panagarap. Ang ilan
sa amin ay nabubuhay sa pagtitinda ng basahan o balot sa
kalsada, may nagpupunas o naglilinis ng mga sasakyan sa
daan para may pagkain at pambaon sa eskwela at ang ilan
ay nangangalakal ng basura. Maaga nga kami namulat sa
realidad ng buhay pero ang kahirapan namin ang siyang
nagiging daan upang lumaban kami at magsumikap naabutin
ang aming mga minimithi sa kabila ng mga problemang
hinaharap namin ngayon. Hindi kami nawawalan ng pag-asa
sa Diyos na siyang tangi naming nakakapitan. Batid namin
na Edukasyon ang susi at ang natatanging sandata na aming
magagamit laban sa malapit na hagupit ng tadhana. Ito rin
ang tanging yaman na aming mipagmamalaki. Baon namin
ang pagmamahal at turo ng Diyos sa presensya ng mga
madreng walang sawang gumgabay at nagtutuwid sa aming
landas.

Nasaan man kami ngayon, alam naming kami pa rin ang pag-
asa ng bukas.
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Sa Kabataan...

By Azalia Betina Padilla
CCCAR Sta. Mesa

Alam mo ba ang salitang nabansot? Kapag ang isang
bagay raw ay dapat pang lumaki ngunit ito ay tumigil na
sa paglaki ang bagay na ito raw ay nabansot. Marami ang
uri ng pagkabansot. Pero, ang pinakapangit na uri ay ang
pagkabansot ng isip, puso at diwa.

Ang panahon ng kabataan ay panahon ng paglaki. Ito ay
paglaki ng buong katauhan hindi lamang ng bigat at tangkad.
Kung ga- poste man ang ating taas at ga- pison man ang ating
bigat, ngunit ang isip natin ay ga- kulisap lang, kay pangit na
kabansutan! Kung magkatawan man tayong tulad ni Tarzan
at mapatalas ang ating isip tulad ng kay Rizal, ngunit itim na
dwende naman ang ating kalooban, anong kapinsalaan para
sa kinabukasan.

Kinabukasan, kabataan, tayo raw ang pag-asa ng bayan. Tayo
raw ang maghahatid sa kanya sa langit ng karangalan o hihila
sa kanya sa putik ng kahihiyan. Ang panahon ng pagkilos ay
ngayon, hindi bukas o sa isang taon. Huwag nating akalaing
makapangdaraya tayo ngayon, makakakupit sa ating mga
magulang at sa araw ng bukas ay makakaya nating balikatin
ang mga suliranin ng bansa. Huwag nating akalaing
makapaglulublob tayo ngayon sa kahalayan at kalaswaan at
sa araw ng bukas ay magiging uliran tayong mga magulang.

Kabataan, ang tunay na pag- ibig sa bayan ay wala sa tamis ng
pangarap at sinasabi ng dila. Ang tunay na nasyonalismo ay
nasa pawis ng gawa.
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message Inbox

| would like to take this opportunity to
express my gratitude to all the people
behind the Youth Career Development
Program (YCDP). This would have not
come into fruition without the individual
elonts of each and every member of
the Hotels, UNICEF and Laura Vicufa
Foundation who shared their time,
el[onts and resources. Needless to say,
without these heroic deeds, the YCDP
would have not been a success.

In behalf of my co-trainees, | would also
like to thank the managers in all the
hotels where we had our training for
their contribution and for ensuring that
the Youth Career Development Program
continue to nurture young people like
and help us to grow-up.

| would like to express my profound
gratitude to our families, friends and
colleagues who have always supported
us.

Norberth Saludo

YCDP Batch 2007-2008

Past Pupil, LYWDTC

Victorias City, Negros Occidental

company pa din ako

Nagpapasalamat ako dahil kahit mahirap
ang hinhawakan kong trabaho, bukod sa
malayo pa ito, napakarami ko namang
natutunan. Naniniwala talaga ako sa
kasabihang “Kung may Tiyaga, may
Nilaga” Salamat sa mga taong tumulong
sa aking pag-aaral dahil kung wala po
kayo, hindi ako makakapag-aral sa Laura
Vicufia Technology Center. Malaki din
ang aking pasasalamat sa aking pinsan
dahil binigyan niya ako ng pagkakataon
at tinulungan niya ako sa aking pag-aaral.
Malayo ang aking mga magulang at mga
kapatid na nasa General Santos City at
mabhigit 3 taon na akong hindi nakakauwi
duon. Ganumpaman, tiniis ko ang lahat
upang makatapos lamang ako sapagkat
alam kong hindi ako pababayaan ng
Poong Maykapal.

Irish Paninsoro
Laura Vicufa Technology Center
Sta. Mesa, Manila

| am Edmel C. Segotier, 9 years old, a
grade 3 pupil at Cuaycong Elementary
School. First of all, | would like to extend
my heartfelt thanks to all of the Salesian
Sisters and to all the sta["af Laura Vicufia
Foundation, Inc. especially Sr. Vic for
helping me in my studies since | was
in kindergarten. It is a big help to my
parents especially now that they don't
have a stable job. | promise to study hard
and continue to be an honor student in
my class. Thank you very much to all of
you.

Edmel Segotier
PA Cuaycong Elementary School
Victorias City, Negros Occidental

“Lord, thanks po talaga, ginabayan mo
ako sa araw-araw at binigyan mo ako ng
lakas lalung-lalo na kung saan ako nag-
OJT” Ito ang aking palaging nasasambit
sa tuwing naiisip ko ang mga panahong
akoy nasa on-the-job training pa
lamang dahil sa dami ng hirap na aking
pinagdaanan.

Akala ko ay ‘di ko na matatapos ang
aking OJT dahil sa pagkakasakit ko ng
Pneumonia ng mahigit sa isang buwan.
Parang ayaw ko nang bumalik sa
pinagtatrabahuhan ko. Ngunit habang
ako ay nagpapagaling sa aking sakit,
pinag-isipan ko ng mabuti kung itutuloy
ko pa ang aking on-the job training sa
tulong ng ating Panginoong maykapal
hanggang akoy  nakapagdesisyon
na magpatuloy pa. Ito'y lubos kong
pinagpapasalamat sa ating Panginoon
sapagkat hanggang ngayon ay nasa

ANG AMING PAGTATAPOQS.....
TAGUMPAY SA AMING BUHAY....
MARAMING SALAMAT PO!

School Year 2007-2008 was a very fruitful
yearforoursixVicufianswho [nished their
Elementary and High School Years with
much pride and honor. Jamielyn Sugar
Medina and Cendy De Luta received
their Elementary diploma at Cubao
Elementary School and the four High
School girls Mary Ann Lobas, Michelle
Agustin, Angel Andes, & Aileen Revares
beam with joy as they walked in their
togas the stage of Ramon Magsaysay
High School.

Graduation is a moment of jubilee,
celebration and thanksgiving. The Laura
Vicufia Center Community- Cubao unites
inpraising the Lord for the gift-presence of
these beautiful ladies in their triumphant
and victorious harvesting after a long
and ardous work. Congratulations! We
are very proud of you!
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My name is Desiree Abonyawan. | am 11
years old an in Grade 6 already. Me and
my family would like to thank you all
for the help that you extended us since
| was in Grade One. I'm very lucky and
proud to be a bene [cibry of Laura Vicufia
Foundation, Inc. With your support, it
gives me strength to study very well
that’s why | am [xst honor since Grade
One and | will o Centhis to all of you.

Desiree Abonyawan
PA Cuaycong Elementary School
Victorias City, Negros Occidental

| am Kennedy Saragon, 13 years old and
presently in my [rsk year in high school at
Alfonso Sta. Ana Memorial High School. |
would like to say thank you very much to
Laura Vicufia Foundation, Inc. for helping
me with my studies. Because of your help,
| already graduated from elementary
with [yihg colors because | am an honor
student. Now that | am in high school, |
will double my time to study so that | will
continue to become an honor student.

Kennedy Saragon
Alfonso Sta. Ana High School
Victorias City, Negros Occidentall




Parang isang fairytale ang buhay ko. Hindi
ko akalain na isa ako sa mga mapalad
na kabataang nakapagtapos sa High
School. Labis ang aking pasasalamat at
kasiyahan sa mga Salesian Sisters lalo
na dito sa Laura Vicufia Center na talaga
namang naghigay PAG-ASA sa akin... PAG-
ASANG makabangon sa mga mapapait
na karanasan sa aking buhay at higit sa
lahat ang makatapos sa High School.
Kung tutuusin hindi talaga madali at
masarap mag-aral pero dahil sa alam
ko at marami ang nagsasabi na “Kapag
wala kang pinag-aralan, wala kang
magandang kinabukasan"KINABUKASAN
ang katagang tumanim sa isip ko kaya
ako nasumikap at nagtiyaga upang
makatapos. At ngayon sana ay samahn
ninyo ako sa panibagong landas na aking
tatahakin ....“College Life”

Mary Ann Lobas
Laura Vicufia Center
Cubao, Quezon City

ko dahil hindi man lang nila ako nakita
na umakyat sa stage at tumanggap ng
diploma. Pero hindi naging hadlang
iyon para sa akin upang maging masaya
dahil nagpapasalamat ako sa presensiya
ng mga Sisters na nakakita sa akin
noong araw na iyon. Ang mga madre
ang gumabay, sumuporta, nagkalinga
at nagmahal sa akin habang wala ako
sa aking mga magulang. Maraming
maraming salamat po!

Michelle Agustin
Laura Vicufia Center
Cubao, Quezon City

I'm Aileen C. Revarez. | am 18 years old
| graduated at Ramon Magsaysay High
School Cubao last March 24, 2008. |
came from Quezon Province. | feel so
very happy and blessed that | already
graduated through the help of the
Salesian Sisters. | always pray to God
that He may shower you all with more
blessings and good health so that you
can help more children who are in need.
Thank you very much Sisters.
Aileen Revarez
Laura Vicufia Center
Cubao, Quezon City

Ako po ay nagpapasalamat sa LAURA
VICUNA FOUNDATION dahil ako po ay
nakatapos ng high school dahil sawalang
sawa nilang pagtulong sa akin.Naway
marami pa silang matulungan na mga
kabataan na gustong maabot ang mga
pangarap sa buhay.Nagpapasalamat
rin ako sa mga madre na walang sawa
sa pagtulong sa amin kahit na sila ay
pagod buong puso pa rin nila kamig
tinutulungan at lalong lalo na sa Poong
Maykapal. Hanggang sa muli, maraming-
maraming salamat po!
Angelica Andes
Laura Vicufia Center
Cubao, Quezon City

message Inbox

Maraming salamat po sa lahat ng
kabutihan at pagtulong ninyo sa akin.
Salamat po at binigyan ninyo ako ng pag-
asa upang makapagtapos ng Elementary.
Maraming salamat din po sa inyong pag-
aaruga, pagmamahal at pagpapasensiya.
Wala po akong maibibigay kundi ang
aking panalangin. Maraming salamat
pos a inyong lahat. Lagi ko po kayong
ipagdarasal.

Jamielyn Sugar Medina
Laura Vicufia Center
Cubao, Quezon City

Ako si Michelle Agustin 18, years old nag-
graduate sa Ramon Magsaysay Cubao
High School. Syempre, masaya ako sa
Graduation Day noong March 24, 2008
dahil iyon ang araw na pinakakaabangan
ko dahil sa isip ko gagraduate na ako at
sa wakas natapos ko rin ang aking high
school at ang mga pinagdaanang hirap,
sa tulong at suporta din nila Sisters.
Pero parang may kulang pa rin sa araw
na iyon, walang iba kundi ang pamilya

Maraming salamat po sa mga taong
tumulong sa akin at ako’y nakapagtapos
ng Elementarya at ngayon ako ay
nakatungtong sa High School. Hindi poi
to matutupad kung hindi dahil sa mga
taong may bukas palad na tumulong
sa akin. Nagpapasalamat po ako sa
lahat lalong-lalo na sa mga benefactors
at lahat ng bumubuo ng Laura Vicufia
Foundation. Maraming salamat din po
kay Sr. Alice. At siyempre po, hindi ko
malilimutang pasalamatan si Sr. Vic na
walang sawang tumutulong sa aming
lahat lalong-lalo na sa akin.

Cendy Deluta
Laura Vicufia Center
Cubao, Quezon City

In behalf of the 3" year and 4" year class,
our Teacher-in-Charge Mr. Felix Barbasa
and faculty members, we would like to
extend our gratitude to Laura Vicufa
Foundation, Inc. for organizing this
seminar about child tra Cckihg. We really
do appreciate your e [afts in coming here
at EB Magalona National High School
- Consing Extension in order to share
about child tra Cckihg. This would truly
give us information about our rights as
youth and it made us aware of the threat
of illegal recruiters in case we will apply
for a job in the future. From the [nhs that
we have heard and seen, we realized to
always be careful in everything we do. It
enlightened our minds that EDUCATION
is very, very important to the life of
a human being and studying is the
greatest thing that we can do for now as
a student. We pledge to study more our
lessons in school so as not to experience
the cycle of child labor and child abuse.

Once again thank you for your presence
and precious time in coming here.

Donna Causing and
Mary Ann Auguico

IV Year Students

EB Magalona High School -
Consing Extension

Negros Occidental
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2008 statistical accomplishment

LVF Community Center for Children at Risk (CCCAR)

Sta. Mesa, Manila

Male Female Total
Number of children served from January to May 2008 30 46 76
Number of Children served from June to December 2008 38 64 102
Number of new children admitted at the Center 12 28 40
Number of Active Cases (children with regular attendance) 38 55 83
LVF Community Center for Children at Risk (CCCAR)
Tondo, Manila
Male Female Total
Elementary 23 18 41
High School 0 13 13
Total 23 31 54
Laura Vicufa Center
Cubao, Quezon City
Number of children Served for the Year 2008 31
Old Cases 20
New Admissions 9
Readmissions 2
Cases Transferred 4
Absconded 2
Reintegrated/ Reconciled to their families 8

Laura Vicufia Technology Center
Sta. Mesa, Manila

SY 2006 - 2008 SY 2007 - 2009 SY 2008 - 2010
Graduated Employed | Enrolled Under DTS Enrolled [ o\ hed by
byJune | ‘hoe 2008+
2008 i
Business & O [cel 14 16 13 8 25 17
Technology
(2 Years)
Electronics 6 10 7
Technology
(2 Years)
Electronics 21 14 26 5 66 44
Technology
(1Year)
TOTAL 41 40 39 20 91 61

*There is a big drop in the number of enrollees for the second semester (SY 2008-2010)
because of three (3) academic failures and unsatisfactory character performance.
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2008 statistical accomplishment
LVF Community Center for Children at Risk (CCCAR)

Laura Vicuina Community
Resource Development and

Technology Center
Victorias City, Negros Occidental

Scholastic Performance of Children and Youth, S.Y.2007 - 2008

E%%%géi’:fl' JUNE 2007 DROP OUTS REPEATERS PROMOATIEFIiiC;%ggUATED
Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total Male | Female | Total
A. Formal 242 13 7 222
Elementary Level 89 81 170 2 4 6 4 81 78 159
Secondary Level 34 38 72 5 2 7 3 26 37 63
B. Vocational Tech. 100 15 0 85
PC Operations 6 19 25 3 0 22
Dressmaking 6 31 37 7 0 30
Commercial Cooking 8 30 38 5 0 33
C.ALS 42 10 10 22
Basic Literacy 3 0 3 3 0 3 0 0
Elementary Level 11 2 13
Secondary Level 16 10 26 4 1 5 1 12 8 20
D.ECCD 45 1 0 44
23 | 2 | 1 | o | 1 0 2 | 2 | wu

Number of Children Being Served & their Scholastic Performance, S.Y. 2008 - 2009

E%%%gﬁklfl' JUNE 2008 DROP OUTS REPEATERS AS OF DECEMBER 2008
Male | Female | Total | Male | Female | Total Male | Female | Total
A. Formal 251 5 0 246
Elementary Level 70 86 156 0 1 1 0 70 85 155
Secondary Level 46 49 95 2 2 4 0 44 47 91
B. Vocational Tech. 103 7 0 96
PC Operations 8 17 25 0 0 0 0 8 17 25
Dressmaking 4 30 34 0 3 3 0 4 27 31
Commercial Cooking 8 36 44 0 4 4 0 8 32 40
C. ALS 32 15 0 17
Basic Literacy 3 0 3 0 0 0 0 3
Elementary Level 14 2 16
Secondary Level 10 3 13 5 1 6 0 5
D.ECCD 49 3 0 46
25 | 24 | 1 | 2 | 0 24 | 2 |
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our heartfelt thanks

Donations to
Laura Vicufa Foundation, Inc./Year
2008

COMPANIES/ FOUNDATIONS/ FUNDING
AGENCIES

DOLLAR DONATIONS
Filipino Children’s Fund
Global Fund for Children
Winrock International

PESO DONATIONS

AIM Chapel

Buang Private Power Corporation
Daugthers of Mary of Christians
Dulaang Sibol

Dusit Thani Hotel

E-Commerce Phils.Inc.

F. Gutierrez Construction

Finex Social Development Foundation
Food For Hungry Minds School, Inc.
Forever Living

Immaculate Conception Cathedral Church -Cubao
International Bazaar Foundation

LVTC -DTS

MBM Class ‘83

MCHS Pampanga

PCSO Charity Fund

Philippine Daily Inquirer ( Mr. & Mrs. Alex Prieto)
Philippine Transmarine Carriers Inc.
Prime Meridian Consultancy Inc.

Puno & Puno Law O Lcel

Quezon City Dynamic Lions Club

ROLE Corporation, Inc.

Rustan Co [ed Corporation

SPCP Batch ‘75

UNICEF

UNILAB Liturgical & Spiritual Group
VIDES Phils. Volunteers Foundation, Inc.

PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS

DOLLAR DONATIONS

Art & Theresa Carrera

Filipina Mother from Japan c/o Sr. Tess M.
Fr. Felipe Costelo, OFM

Mr.& Mrs. Jose Lardizabal

Mr.& Mrs. Rosario/Bernardo Carrera
Ms.Carol & Bill Carrera

Ms.Ida Pasaoa

Ms.Jennifer Pua

Ms.Liza Carrera

Ms.Liza Castalone Castro & Family
Students of Seibe Gakuen

PESO DONATIONS

Atty. Alfedo L. Rosal Jr.

Atty. Catherine Lee

Atty. Felipe A. Arevalo Il

Atty. Uey Joson

Engr. & Mrs. Eduardo Gatdula
Engr.Lordinel M. Adarlo
Espiritu Clan c/o Medy Dandan
Estelita Reyes

Fr. Eti (Bulacan)

Justice & MrsRicardo C. Puno, Sr.
Korean Visitors

Mary & Nanay de Jesus

Mier Zapanta

Miraculous Medal Group

Mr. & Mrs. Dela Rosa

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Lim

Mr. Arnel Bustillo

Mr. Bobby Cano - AIM

Mr. Eric Gutierrez

Mr. Eugene Manalastas

Mr. Isagani Ferrer

Mr. Jesus M. Tafiedo

Mr. Jigs De Guzman

Mr. Joel

Mr. Jose Camus

Mr. Penelope Carrasco

Mr. Rey Bernaldo

Mr. Reynaldo and Narni llagan
Mr. Ruperto Fulgencio

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony and Carol Thor
Mr.& Mrs. Butch Leagogo

Mr.& Mrs. Caesar C. Lanuza

Mr. & Mrs. Dino and Pinky Laurena
Mr.& Mrs. Francisco A. Dizon
Mr.& Mrs. Frank Chow

Mr.& Mrs. Jene and Josie Aliwalas
Mr.& Mrs. John and Lucille Mower
Mr.& Mrs. Jose and Vicky Cuisia
Mr.& Mrs. Lynn and Mag Sy
Mr.& Mrs. Rico and Lydia Yu Jose
Mrs. Florence Chow

Ms. Adoracion D. Reyes

Ms. Carmen Rosales Resurrection
Ms. Caroline Carrera

Ms. Cherry Z. Tang

Ms. Consuelo Potenciano

Ms. Divina Felipe

Ms. Evelyn Crecencia

Ms. Guia Laguio

Ms. Hedy Pascual Veloso

Ms. Helen Grace Ong

Ms. Jane Abalos

Ms. Jocelyn Villaruel

Ms. Jose [n& N. Tan

Ms. Justin Cuisia

Ms. Leonida Sarmiento

Ms. Lisa So

Ms. Luisa David

Ms. Marcelle llagan Cruz

Ms. Maria Araneta Fores

Ms. Mariene Sogono

Ms. Marissa

Ms. Mylene Llamas

Ms. Pacita E. Magbanua c/o Dr.Mary Ampil
Ms. Panching dela Fuente

Ms. Roberta Cimino (VIDES)

Ms. So[elde Guzman

Ms. So[eSandil Tangeo

Ms. Soledad Tuviera Lecaroz

Ms. Teresita Palo

Ms. Ursula Remmer

Ms. Yolanda Zulueta

Prof. & Mrs. Jose M. Faustino
Prof. & Mrs.Gabino Mendoza
Prof. Gloria Chan

Ritsuko Cloma

DONATED SERVICES

Puno & Puno Law O [cel
Alba Romeo & Co. (CPAs)

Pan Paci [c Hotel Manila
Hotel Intercontinental Manila

60 MILESTONES Laura Vicuna FouNDATON

Diamond Hotel Philippines
Dusit Thani Hotel

Crowne Plaza Hotel
Holiday Inn Galleria

IN-KIND DONATIONS

Araneta Center

AMRSP

Asian Institute of Management

Atty. Alfredo Rosal

Atty. Dichon

Atty. Jose Luis and Tess Syquia

Atty. Zeny Magno and Family
Castalone Family

Chummy Chum Foundation, Inc.
Constellation Travels - Ms. Joey Sison
Corporategifts.com.ph

Diamond Hotel c/o Mr. Kazutaka Igarashi
DJ Jean and Friends

Enlightened Enterprise

FINEX Foundation

Fr. Carlo Molina

Fr. Clod Bagabaldo

Green Jakobsen

Immaculate Conception Cathedral Parish-Cubao
Innovative Star Recipe

Kraft Asia Ventures Inc.

LANDBANK Employees

Lion's Club c/o Ms. Angie Tuazon
Lozada Family

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony and Carolyn Thor
Mr. & Mrs. Baby Gonzales

Mr. & Mrs. Erick Green

Mr. & Mrs. Pete and Heidi Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Romeo and Sharleen Sta. Ana
Mr. Joel

Mr.& Atty. Raul and Imelda Sta. Ana
Mr.& Mrs. Brajke and Annette Jakobsen
Mr.& Mrs. Efraim and Corazon Tupas
Mr.& Mrs. Joey and Marissa Concepcion
Mr.& Mrs. Les and Suesta Cardoza
Mr.& Mrs. Manuel and Elsie Sta. Ana
Mr.& Mrs. Paul and Lourdes Cruz

Mrs. Naty (Forever Living)
Mrs.Letecia Sta. Ana

Ms. & Mrs. Ernesto and Nancy Ngo
Ms. Annie Kimseng and Friends

Ms. Carla Limcaoco - PTC

Ms. Claire with Family & Friends

Ms. Cristine

Ms. Elen Lising

Ms. Esther Magleo

Ms. Hannie Rarugal

Ms. Judy Araneta Roxas

Ms. Lingling Uy and Family

Ms. Lisa So and Family

Ms. Maria Araneta Fores

Ms. Rosalinda “Babes” Unson

Ms. Sonia Cueto

Ms. Vicky Cuisia

Ms. Victoria Tacderas and Family
National Museum

Oyence De Leon

Pan Paci[cHotel c/o Ms. Aubrey Ada
Pepot Alquisada/ Brenda

RFM Group of Companies

Singles for Christ

Senior Class, Assumption College — San Lorenzo Makati
St. Scholastica Pampanga (Sr. Mary John Mananzan,0SB)

Synergy (Capt. Mike Magcale)



Tugon (Ateneo de Manila University)
YCDP 2008 Hotel Partners
Youth from Holy Redeemer Parish

VOLUNTEER WORK

Tugon (Ateneo de Manila University)
Mr. lan Nubla

Ms. Ma. Andrea Sta. Cruz

Mrs. Kit Cabale

Ms. Eden Chu

Vhinda Seria

Wilhelmina C. Benedicto

85th BIRTHDAY JUSTICE RICARDO C. PUNO SR.

Atty. Augusto & Mrs. Fanny A. Maritinez Majalco
Atty. Ronald & Joanne Ledesma

Carmen & Jenny Apacible

Clara Jete, Fe Y. Quisumbing

Congressman Rodolfo Albano

Emily, Janina, Amanda, Samatha,& Jonathan
Magahum

Engr. & Mrs. Jessie M. Puno Jr.

Judge & Mrs. Benito C. Se

Justice Agustin S. Dizon

Justice Amuer [n& A. Melencio-Herrera
Justice Perlita & Sally J. Tria-Tirona

Mr. & Mrs. Abelardo and Milagros Mondemelo
Mr. & Mrs. Amando and Amelia Castillo

Mr. & Mrs. Benjie an Nandine Abela

Mr. & Mrs. Diosdado and Divina Guytingco
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin and Virginia B. Villanueva
Mr. & Mrs. Efren C Gutierrez

Mr. & Mrs. Felipe and Corazon Fajardo

Mr. & Mrs. Gil and Mel Divinagracia

Mr. & Mrs. Jose L. Cuisia

Mr. & Mrs. Mariano J. Salud

Mr. & Mrs. Mario and Cristina Locsin

Mr. & Mrs. Octavio V. Espiritu

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar M.Lopez

Mr. & Mrs. Ramon and Ma. Lourdes A. Albert
Mr. & Mrs. Ramon Sarthou

Mr. & Mrs. Roberto and Ma Basilla Garcia
Mr. & Mrs. Roberto and Maria Luisa L. Hilado
Mr. & Mrs. Willy and Pilar Puno

Mr. Benvienido A. Tan, Jr.

Mrs. Aurora A. Mendoza

Mrs. Carmelita Puno

Mrs. Carmen S. Vargas

Mrs. Eva Yaptinchay Lichauco

Mrs. Gregoria Cruz-Arnaldo

Mrs. Milagros L. Brandner

Mrs. Rita L. Zamora

Mrs. Zenaida T. Sison

Ms. Alice Puno & Family

Ms. Cecilia & Gloria Leonin

Ms. Ernestina Querubin Jocson

Ms. Jose [n& N. Tan

Ms. Leonor Mirasol

Ms. Lilia B. de Lima

Ms. Lily Balinghasay

Ms. Ma. Elizabeth Loriega

Ms. Margarita B. Fragante

Ms. Maria Dulce C. Fernandez

Ms. Maria Theresa Lontok- San Luis

Ms. Marie Therese Bustos

Ms. Melinda R. Suntay

Ms. Mercedes Llamas & Jesse Martin Llamas
Ms. Noemi Lacson & Family

Ms. Norly Cuyugan

our heartfelt thanks

Ms. Nur Dede

Ms. Priscilla“Cel” Puno & Kathy Agustin
Ms. Teresita A. Dela Cruz

Nani & Major Sonia

Pol & Sally Medalla

Sally Plotteck

Zeny T. Alcaraz

BAPTISM OF ATTY. JOSE LUIS AND TESS
SYQUIA’S DAUGHTER

Dra. Michelle Anlalan

Lolo & Lola Hector/Uncle David
Mr. Carlo R. Papa

Mr. Celso & Ms. Mary Angeles
Mr. Dexter Corpus

Mr. Erwin & Ms. Cherry Rocio
Mr. Jose Mari & Ms. Mary Ann Chan
Mr. Marius & Ms. Beth Corpus
Mr. Ric & Ms. Joy Gatdula

Mr. Roberto Concepcion

Mr. Victor & Ms. Marlyn Yenko
Mr. Willy & Ms. Ria Maloles

Ms. Agnes Huinbonhua

Ms. Amelia Ablaza

Ms. Baby & Nandy De Jesus

Ms. Cheng Aquino

Ms. Chloe Periquiet

Ms. Constancia de Guzman

Ms. Divine Liepach c/o Sr. Tess Mislang
Ms. Eden Papa

Ms. Fortune Ledesma

Ms. Georgina Recaport

Ms. Imelda Cojuangco

Ms. Jing & KC Corpus

Ms. Leila Mangahas

Ms. Letty Hahn

Ms. Liza & Carlos Abad

Ms. Mabel Abafio

Ms. Mariefhel Concepcion

Ms. Michelle Quintana

Ms. Monina Marquez

Ms. Myrna Adriano

Ms. Pacita Almario

Ms. Princess Disini

Ms. Rowena Anastacio

Ms. Shera & Angel Ungson

Ms. Teresita Liboro

Ms. Teresita Luz

Ms. Tiara Fontanilla

UWA Tambunting Company (Ms. Aurora Arnaiz)

60th BIRTHDAY OF
MS. MARIA VICTORIA CUISIA

Private Individuals

Arch. & Mrs. Willie Coscolluela (Marian)
Dr. & Dra. Manuel Canlas (Regina)
Justice & Mrs. Art Panganiban (Leni)
Justice & Mrs. Ricardo C. Puno Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. AL Santos (Therese)

Mr. & Mrs. Alejandro Barin (Fe)

Mr. & Mrs. Alex Prieto ( Marixi)

Mr. & Mrs. Alfredo Parungao

Mr. & Mrs. Amador Astudillo

Mr. & Mrs. Archit Bartolome (Nena)
Mr. & Mrs. Avinash Cuisia-Sehwani
Mr. & Mrs. Ban Lee Choa

Mr. & Mrs. Bomboy Araneta (Baby)
Mr. & Mrs. Cesar Buenaventrua

Mr. & Mrs. Cesar Querubin (Mila)

Mr. & Mrs. Ed Grau

Mr. & Mrs. Felipe Alfonso (Maryann)
Mr. & Mrs. Francis Estrada

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Sebastian (Ica)

Mr. & Mrs. Francisco Licuanan

Mr. & Mrs. Francisco Roman Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Gabriel Singson

Mr. & Mrs. George Winternitz (Amor)
Mr. & Mrs. Jesus Ho [leha ( Chelo)
Mr. & Mrs. Joey Concepcion (Marissa)
Mr. & Mrs. John Madarang (Cherry)
Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Rocha (Pilina)

Mr. & Mrs. Jose Lardizabal

Mr. & Mrs. Jose Olbes (Cristina)

Mr. & Mrs. Juan Tan

Mr. & Mrs. Lilit Cuisia ( Maricar)

Mr. & Mrs. Luis Virata

Mr. & Mrs. Magdaleno Albarracin (Trining)
Mr. & Mrs. Manny Herbosa (Bambina)
Mr. & Mrs. Mayo Onsingco (Maribel)
Mr. & Mrs. Oscar M. Lopez

Mr. & Mrs. PL. Lim

Mr. & Mrs. Pepot Sto. Domingo (Portia)
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Coyiuto

Mr. & Mrs. Ramon Manaloto

Mr. & Mrs. Rene Paras (Aby)

Mr. & Mrs. Ricardo Guevarra (Amelita)
Mr. & Mrs. Roberto Romulo (Olivia)
Mr. & Mrs. Roman Azanza (Amalie)
Mr. Ariel Caritos

Mr. Bobby Novenario

Mr. Ed Limon

Mr. Jose Roel Teves

Mr. Peter D. Garrucho

Mr. Roberto Lorayes

Mr. Roberto Loryaes

Mrs. Melanie Chan

Ms. Agueda Milagros Trebol

Ms. Aida Bautista

Ms. Alice Sandejas

Ms. Andie Mendigo

Ms. Antonietta V. Gregory

Ms. Corazon dela Paz-Bernardo

Ms. Cynthia Morabe

Ms. Evelyn Singson

Ms. Jose [n& N. Tan

Ms. Josie Lichauco

Ms. Katherine Marte

Ms. Luisa Rodriguez

Ms. Maria Goolsby

Ms. Mina Lim Yuzon

Ms. Nancy Ty

Ms. Nanette Morata

Ms. Tess Turla C/O June Turla

Ms. Tessie Barcelon

Ms. Vicky Garchitorena

Ms. Zenia Co

Ms.Laling Lim

Nonoy & Irma Feria

Companies

Isla Lipana & Company
Fantings & Snons

Green Cross

Fercat Holdings Inc.

Philamlife

Buang Private Power Corp.
Salome Tan Foundation
BISCOM c/o0 Mr. Josemari Chan
AVI Manufacturing Inc.
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board of directors

Sr. Alicia S. Fulgencio, FMA Justice Ricardo C. Puno
President Vice President
Atty. Joseph J. Marigomen Sr. Ma. Socorro T. Bacani, FMA Sr. Maria Jose [na S. Carrasco, FMA
Corporate Secretary Assistant Secretary Treasurer
Ms. Corazon S. Dela Paz-Bernardo Sr. Maria Victoria P. Sta. Ana, FMA
Assistant Treasurer Executive Director
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Mr. Jose Ma. A. Concepcion

Mr. Francisco A. Dizon

Ms. Maria A. Fores

advisers

board members

Ms. Maria Victoria J. Cuisia

Sr. Cynthia B. Calabig, FMA

Bishop Federico O. Escaler, SJ

Ms. Marilen N. Espiritu

Sr. Nora U. Hernandez, FMA

Sr. Anna Maria M. Mattiussi, FMA
Adviser Emeritus

Ms. Jose [n& N. Tan

Sr. Felicidad M. Boado, FMA
President Emeritus

Bishop Federico O. Escaler, SJ
Spiritual Adviser
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